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ABSTRACT 


This study investigated a group of 62 male and fe- 
male high school graduates and 59 male and female high 
school dropouts from the 1963 grade IX graduating classes 
of three County of Strathcona high schools. By comparing 
the graduates with the dropouts, it was hoped to discover 
what the effects of graduating from high school, or dropping 
out, had on educational, vocational and economic achievements. 

The majority of the high school graduates and drop- 
outs engaged in the pursuit of additional education and 
training after leaving school. By comparison, more drop- 
outs than graduates and more males than females sought fur- 
ther educational experiences. Although the male dropouts 
were lower achievers than the male graduates and tended to 
enter educational programs which demanded less rigorous 
academic requirements, most male dropouts in this parti- 
cular study demonstrated a considerable amount of foresight 
in acquiring skills that would make their services market- 
able. 

Unemployment for all the people surveyed was neither 
a problem when they left school nor at the time of the sur- 
vey. The males who were not occupied at full-time employ- 
ment were occupied as students. Comparatively, the females 
who were not occupied at full-time employment were occupied 
as homemakers. In this study the income for the dropouts 


and graduates was not statistically different. The only 
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significant difference was between the males and females, 
with the males earning significantly more money. 

Comparison of economic achievement was conducted 
for the male groups only. The results indicated that 
practically every boy owned an automobile, the average value 
being almost identical for both groups. Furthermore, the 
male dropouts saved money, invested in stocks, bonds, real 
estate, and carried mortgages on family dwellings. 

The male and female dropouts found certain aspects 
of their past school experiences less favorable than the 
graduates, especially in the area of curriculum and their 
(males) relationship with persons in authority. Whereas the 
curriculum in the school tended to be more suitable for the 
girls, they tended to be the alienated sex. Both groups of 
girls expressed that it was often difficult to become in- 
volved in extra-curricular activities because of the mono- 
polization by “in-groups". Although only one-quarter of all 
persons surveyed indicated that the guidance services were 
helpful, one-half of the total group expressed a need for 
guidance and counselling services and said that they would 
use them at the present time. 

On the short term basis, this study failed to find 
differences in achievements for the dropouts and graduates. 
Most of the dropouts were adjusted to the adult world of 
work and were not those people commonly thought to be 
dependent on welfare, involved in crime, and generally, a 


burden to society. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The current high school dropout problem is a rela- 
tively modern phenomenon which has presented itself over 
approximately the past twenty-five years. Prior to this 
period, there were more high school dropouts than high 
school graduates, and a boy could usually gain employment 
in the relatively unskilled, or semi-skilled labor market. 
However, with the advent of rapidly increasing industrial- 
ization and automation, and with the launching of the 
Russian Sputnik, tremendous energies were expended in scien- 
tific and industrial development. These gigantic advances 
in technological development raised the average level of 
minimum education required to meet the demands of the 
skilled and professional occupations. 

The acuteness of the problem was demonstrated in 
the United States, in 1963, when President Kennedy initiated 
the national summer dropout campaign to persuade actual and 
potential dropouts that it was in their best interests to 
attend high school in the fall of 1963.? 

A phrase that has become very popular in describing 
the seriousness of the current dropout rate has been cre- 


dited to Conant (1961) who described the accumulation of 


1"The 1963 Dropout Campaign," U.S. Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare (Washington, D.C., 1964), p. l. 
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school dropouts as "social dynamite."? 

In 1967, H.H. Humphrey expressed political concern 
over the dropout situation and was quoted as saying "one 
million dropouts should be the Sputnik of 1967."°% Further- 
more, he questioned the effectiveness of the American educa- 
tional system by equating it with the business community. 

He pointed out "that when a business loses customers as fast 
as our schools do, management must ask what is wrong with 
the product."* 

Although the school dropout problem in Canada and 
the United States is viewed with increasing alarm, the 
actual rate of students dropping out of school has been 
continually decreasing.° Why the alarm? Even though the 
rate is decreasing by percentage, the actual number of drop- 
outs remains relatively constant and with the accumulation 
of these individuals over the years, along with the decreas- 
ing demand for unskilled and semi-skilled workers, a formi- 
dable social force is thought to be developing. 

The abundance of research studies concerning the 


school dropout have been categorized into six major areas 


2James Conant, Slums and Suburbs (Newfork, 1961), p.6. 


Hubert Humphrey, "One Million Dropouts - Sputnik of 
1967," American Education, III (September, 1967), p. 32. 


hele 
5D. Black, R. MacArthur, and J. Paterson, "Pupil 


Personnel in Alberta Secondary Schools," Advisory Committee 
on Educational Research, Monograph No. 6 (University of 


Alberta, 1961), p. 2. 
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Sseapuished by the study "Project: School Dropouts" for the 
National Education Association by Schreiber, Kaplan and 
Strom (1965).° 
Consequently, the following six questions have dom- 

inated research on the school dropout: 

x, How many students drop out of school? 

23 Who are the dropouts and what are they like? 

3% Which students will drop out? 

4. What are the reasons for dropping out? 

a8 What happens to dropouts? 


o. What ways and means can be developed to reduce the 
dropout rate?’ 


The majority of the investigations conducted have 
dealt with the first four questions. But the question of 
what happens to the student who withdraws from school prior 
to graduation and the preventive measures that should be 
taken have lacked research, which has resulted in many in- 


conclusive and contradictory statements in numerous studies. 


Statement of the Problem 
It is uncertain what happens to the school dropout. 
In the limited number of follow-up studies conducted, evi- 


dence fails to support the popular assumption that the 


6p. Schreiber, B. Kaplan, and R. Strom, Project: 
‘School “Bropout ..(N: E.A4,5.1965),.ppr.l1-13. 


7 Tbi de 


eit 102 “etwogorGd [oofice :dosford” ybuse sid yd beried. 


dB fd. 
base asigsk ,tsdisrdo® yd noidaioogsdé a ba ae 


_ 


~mob evs enoissemp xie priwoliot? ort vues : 


:dyogoxb Looroe edd ao Motseset beam 


§Loorios to Jue qoxub etasbuse yasm woH |’. 


Setil yeds exs t6aw bas atuogoxrb edt ers OfW - at 
fio govb [liw atnebyte dotaw E>) 


-€tjue patqgortb 1s0o3 encase: of? sis SeaW 
\ 


Setuogorwb ot ensaqasd ew we 


eis asubet o¢ bseqolsveb sd nso CSSM bas eysw ted a , 


—.*tesen a 
*s 
i 


svel bedgovbnos eanoitspisesvai eis to YsixoC em. —- ' 
Mes : 


a 


to noliezeup off suf -.eanoitesup xzv0lt text? ofd dtiw tL 
_— =. 

, 

toliq Lfooroe moxi ewatbraisiw odw tnebuse edd ot smog iqen + 
od bivora t6a3 estvaassm sviinevetq edd bas ao er 
<gi yasm ni bestivuesr wari doitiw ,doxssest bedosl ovat 


pane ras 
-asibuse eyorsmun ni bidmesnee 10d. FbBrINeS. bas a: > 


> 


* is 
ed er os eae 
- 7 a 
? = pene ia 
“ = fe » i fete ~ 
= As 
wrete'< > % 
‘ 
‘ai 
i] 
J , 
om ‘> 
e 


77 a ars} 
mit 


f 
mse te <J 


- 


, 


-tuogorb Looroe ods oF ensaqed Jenw ntsdse9n 


: iv 


-iva ,betoubnon eeibutea qu-wol Lok io isnt 
eid tors aw taluqeg ony, hes t outs 


‘2. 


4, 


dropout is more prone to delinquincy, to be placed on the 
welfare role, has a higher rate of unemployment, experiences 
much occupational change, does not earn as much money, and 
has lower occupational status. Contrary to those beliefs, a 
recent Alberta Study (Vincent and Black, 1966) cited that 
high school dropouts do not swell the ranks of the unemployed, 
generally found their vocations satisfying, and the particu- 
lar group studied earned more money than the average Cana- 
rane 

| In the present study, the writer attempted to deter- 
mine how youth adjusted to the adult world of work and 
whether those students who graduated from high school were 
better prepared to cope with having to make their way more 
effectively than the high school dropout. 

Through the comparison of the two groups, it was 

hoped that additional light would be shed on the value of 


the attainment of a high school diploma for those students. 


Methods and Procedures 

In attempting to determine how young people are 
occupied a few years after leaving school, through graduation 
or early withdrawal, two groups of students were chosen for 


a follow-up study. 


8c. vincent, and D. Black, Dropout is Society's 
Burden: Fact or Fiction, Canadian Education and Research, VI 
(December, 1966), pp. 326-329. 
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The two groups were selected from the total grade IX 
population of 309 students in the County of Strathcona. The 
first group was comprised of 59 boys and girls who left the 
school system prior to high school graduation and were known 
not to have transferred to another school. The second group 
of 62 boys and girls consisted of those who had graduated 
from county high schools. This was a stratified sample 
chosen randomly. 

In determining which students discontinued their 
education and did not transfer to another school, investi- 
gations were conducted into school cumulative records, 
school personal files, and School Board records, before the 
decision was made to include the student in the sample. In 
certain instances, records were incomplete and consequently 
it was sometimes difficult to determine, with absolute cer- 
tainty, whether the student transferred to another school. 

Once the two groups were selected, telephone numbers 
and addresses were obtained and each subject was contacted 
(where possible) and asked to participate in the follow-up 
study by providing pertinent information requested via 
questionnaire. Ninety-six of the possible 122 people were 
located and mailed a questionnaire as well as a self- 
addressed envelope. When personal contact was made with the 
subjects, the response was overwhelmingly positive. 

The information collected for this thesis was for 


the purpose of conducting a follow-up study of a group of 
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high school dropouts and high school graduates who previous- 
ly attended the County of Strathcona school system. The two 
groups consisted of a) students who obtained the requirements 
necessary to qualify for an Alberta High School Diploma, and 
b) other students who wrote the Grade IX Departmental Exam- 
inations on the same occasion as the graduates, but as a 
result of varying circumstances, failed to obtain the 
required number of credits to graduate from high school. 

Voluminous research studies on the school dropout 
concentrate on describing his characteristics in order to 
identify the potential dropout, the reasons why students 
leave school, and the number of school dropouts. However, 
there was a definite lack of research on longitudinal studies 
exploring the consequences of failure to complete a pres- 
cribed program of studies. Thus, the Grade IX Class of 1963, 
in the County of Strathcona, was selected and a comparative 
analysis was made between the students who dropped out of 
high school and those who graduates. Comparisons were made 
in the following areas: 


1. present marital and family status 
2. past school experiences 


3. attitudes towards education generally, 
their former relationship with peers 
and teachers, and opinions on the school 
counselling and guidance service. 


4. vocational achievement, economic 
achievement, and educational achieve 
ment. 
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Hypotheses 


As a result of inconclusive evidence between the 
popular notions of dropping out of school and being unsuc- 
cessful in adult life, and the contradictory evidence that 
resulted from research in this area, the hypotheses stated 
in this paper were constructed in the form of null hypothe- 
ses. 

The hypotheses to be tested for a group of high 
school graduates and a group of high school dropouts were: 


1. There is no difference in their continuing 
education patterns. 


2. There is no difference in their vocational 
achievement. 


3. There is no difference in their economic 
achievement. 


4, There is no difference in their past school 
experiences. 


Definition of Terms 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE: is a student who has completed a 
prescribed program of studies, as set forth by the 
Alberta Department of Education, by either receiving 
a General High School Diploma, or a Senior Matricu- 
lation Diploma. 

HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT: is a student who leaves school, 
for any reason except death, before graduation or 
completion of a program of studies and does not 
transfer to another school or formal educational 


experience. 


3sdi sonebive yxosotbsexzgnos eft Bab. . stil sale mein 


betsse assedtoqyd sit ,sets eid? ci dptheses moxt be: 


| i" ; 


-ediscayn Ifun to mio? sat ni botoustence exw regsg aids 
' is 


) 


fipid to quorp 6 x0 basess ed of asneriogya ies i~ 


:ex%9ew atvogoxrb foodoe ripid 30 quotp s bas aecsuBe 


patuatitnoo xiens ac 
fsanoistsoov risers nai 
simonons xzisdist at 


footisoe teeq tzisAit ni 


i 7 


9onetettib on ai ete? ae 
.entestisqg aoissoubs 


st acs on at sxsAT 
> taomevelAos 


Sonsisitib on ef sradT 
-Jnsmevetinos 


sonsisttib on at susATt 
. 899net tegxse 


enxeT te : 


& hazefqmoo esr orlw tnebyta s ei :s3TAUGAAS JOOWDS.- 


sit yd nistot gow es ,estbutea to msxpoxzg bsdixozeng 
paivisos1 tenfsie yd ,noistsouba 20 al a 


-usiz3IsM 1z9fnse 6 10 ,amoOIgid Loofine niprH sata, 
ihe 
.toodce esvsel offw drei te hi ‘et <a0¢ oa on HOE 


x0 aolssubs1g exotsd tSeeb. + em (ne x 
on e90b bins iain | aii 


1¢ 


‘ 1x03 
7) - a 
a = ~~ OP | 7 


a n ey 


a. 
a 


a 
J 7 
- omy 
dies 
vie 
ba 


a S 


samo Lim 


thea 


8. 


CONTINUING EDUCATION: is the enrollment in an education- 
al or training program, other than in the high 
school. The programs range from the Alberta Appren- 


ticeship Program to the University level. 


Limitations and Strengths of the Study 


In many longitudinal follow-up studies of school 
dropouts, the response to a questionnaire-type survey is 
usually unfavorable, especially for those individuals who 
have difficulty coping in the adult world. This is a gener- 
alized limitation for any research design of this nature. 

More specifically, the limitations of this thesis 
are due to the nature of the dropout population selected. 
Not included in the dropout group were those students who 
left school prior to grade IX. These are individuals who 
do not continue in school for reasons such as financial 
difficulty, illness or lack of academic ability. 

Both groups, graduates and dropouts, were selected 
from the 1963 Grade IX graduation list. Therefore, any 
students who might have transferred into the County of 
Strathcona system between grades X and XII, inclusive, were 
not included in the population the samples were drawn from. 
Thus a relatively large transient student population could 
also have reduced the number of high school dropouts. 

Although the average return of responses for the 


male and female dropouts was 80.5 percent, 25.8 percent of 
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the male dropouts failed to respond as opposed to 100 percent 
of the females who responded. Approximately one-quarter of 
the dropout males who were sent questionnaires did not 

return them. On the other hand, 92.7 percent of the male 

and female graduates who were sent questionnaires, responded. 
Although all the dropout girls who were located returned the 
questionnaires, their numbers were frequently too small for 
statistical analysis. 

Together with the weaknesses of the design, there 
are strengths which were felt would offset the weaknesses. 
First, being a follow-up study the dropouts and graduates 
have been out of high school for a considerable length of 
time. The dropouts have been out of school anywhere from 
four to seven years and the graduates have been out of school 
for approximately four years. Secondly, the dropout group 
included all the students of the 1963 grade IX class who left 
school prior to high school graduation. 

The usual return of 50 to 60 percent for survey-type 
designs was surpassed with an 87.5 percent return from those 
subjects whose whereabouts were known. Every effort was 
made to obtain responses from all the subjects regardless of 
where they resided. Furthermore, 85.4 percent of the subjects 
located were personally contacted before a questionnaire was 


Mailed to them. 
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Organization of the Thesis 


Following the introduction on the nature and purpose 
of the thesis in Chapter I, a condensed review of literature 
related to the many areas of dropout research, with major 
emphasis placed on follow-up research, is discussed in 
Chapter II. Chapter III contains a discussion and descrip- 
tion of the design of the study along with the methods and 
procedures of collecting data and administering the question- 
naire. The information gathered via questionnaire is cate- 
gorized and presented in Chapter IV. Finally, a summary, 
the implications, and recommendations for further research 
are presented in Chapter V from the results obtained from 


the analysed data. 
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CHAPTER II 


SOME RELATED LITERATURE 


The concern regarding early school dropouts has 
demanded local and national attention, but the most obvious 
concern appears to be in the United States, as was demonstra- 
ted by the voluminous number of research articles reported 
in United States Journals. Consequently, the majority of the 
research reviewed by the writer was conducted in the U.S.A. 
Investigations pertaining to the Canadian dropout scene were 
few. | 

Numerous factors were found to be associated with 
dropout studies which ultimately varied from one locality to 
another. Even though investigations in the field take on 
many forms, the following six questions dominated the scene: 


- How many pupils drop out of school? 
- Who are the dropouts, and what are they like? 


- Which pupils will drop out? 


ab 
2 
S 
4. What are the reasons for dropping out? 
5. What happens to dropouts? 

6 


- What ways and means can be fene Toned to reduce the 
dropout rates? 

The answers to these six questions, established by 
Schreiber, Kaplan and Strom (1967), will be summarized by 
reviewing the current research in Canada and the United 
States; and since the major concern of this thesis is what 
actually happens to school dropouts, major emphasis will be 


directed to this area. 


SAUTAAHATIU 
5 
¥ 


asd etuogoxb Loose yliss entbispsx nxsom0) adh ) 
avoivde jeaam oft jud ,aolsnsits (sadétem bis Leool Be 
-sisenomebh asw es ,29532 betind sdt ni sd of atseqgs 
betzoget esloitis doxsezex to xedien evonimulov 
sit to ysixotem edt ,yltneypsenc® .eisaivol estese 
-A.@.U oes nk betoubno>d esw ustixuw ody yd bsweivex f 


Siew ensve syogoxd asibsnasd edz ot painistx1eq 


fiziw Deteiooees ed os Snavol siew ex0g98 enn ni 
ot ytilsocl eno mort beitsv vfosentate riotsiw ecibusa 

no 94st bisit edt ai enoisspisasvni dpvodt asv@ 4 
:enece sft bstsnimob enoitesup xia paiwolieot sAF | 


$Loorine io uO qozb aliquq ynsm wok . 

fexil ysit sus t5fdw bas ,atuogoxb shi ous ont 
$iuo yorb Ifiw efiquq okie 

{tuo pniqqoib tot anhoessx sit sup taiW 
Sesuoqgoxb of enegqed sen 

eit eoubex ot boqoleveb sd aso aa f “oe y 


- 


yd bereifdsses ehatiliecli, xis seeds of ons a 
yd besirseume od I fiw ern birins om a 3 


ads 


Dropout Rate 
Although the school dropout problem in Canada and 


the United States is viewed with increasing alarm, the actual 
rate of students dropping out has been continually decreasing. 

In the United States, 30.2 percent of those students 
who were enrolled in the fifth grade in 1924, graduated with 
a high school diploma in 1931. This has steadily increased 
to 50.5 percent of the fifth graders in 1942-43 who graduated 
in 1950, to 71 percent of the fifth graders in 1957-58 who 
obtained a high school diploma in 1965. ° 

On the other hand, a report published in 1950 by the 
Canadian Research Committee on Practical Education, found 
that out of every one hundred boys and one hundred girls who 
reach grade seven, 59 boys and 51 girls become dropouts. 
"Our findings give a conservative estimate of over 73,000 
dropouts per year."!° 

The Financial Post reported, in May of 1960, that if 
the total Canadian enrollment in 1957, in the final year of 
high school, was traced back to the time these students first 
entered grade one: 65 percent completed elementary school, 
57 percent entered high school, 25 percent graduated as 


junior matriculants, 16 percent reached senior matriculation 


°"School Dropouts," Research Division - NEA, (Wash., 
1967), pp. 6-7. 


10"Vvour child leaves school," Canadian Research Commit- 


tee on Practical Education, Report No. eeetireb.4721950)GrPp..0% 
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and 8 percent graduated as senior matriculants. In summary, 
43 percent of those students who entered grade one in 1946, 
dropped out of school before they reached high school.!! 

The Cameron Royal Commission on Education, in 
Alberta, publised a report presented by D.B. Black, R.S. 
MacArthur, and J.G. Paterson (1958) and found through study- 
ing the grade IX class of June 1950 a serious dropout rate 
for Alberta school children. Approximately 30 percent of the 
students in a grade I class do not reach the end of grade IX, 
60 percent do not reach the end of grade XII, 77 percent do 
not get a High School Diploma; about 91 percent do not get a 
Senior Matriculation Diploma, and 94 percent do not enter 
Univensity se: 

A recent study published for the Alberta Department 
of Youth (Hughes, 1968) reported that "one would assess the 
chances of graduating of the average grade school student at 


auoue yi tty.fitty ji 


Problems in Dropout Accounting 


Traditionally, the phrase "school dropout" connoted 


that this was a public school student who was unable to cope 


1l"Why our children quit the school too soon," 
FINANCIAL POST (May 28, 1960), p. 28 [An unsigned article]. 


12pupil Personnel in Alberta Secondary Schools, p. 17. 


13R. Hughes, "A Study of High School Dropouts in 
Alberta," Alberta Department of Youth, (Sept., 1968), pp. 5-6. 
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with the rigors and demands of the school system, thus 
falling by the wayside to join the ranks of the unemployed, 
delinquent, unskilled, welfare seeking society. In point of 
fact, Daniel Schreiber (1967), a noted United States writer 
and researcher on the topic of school dropouts, appeared to 
group all dropouts together when discussing education and 
the current social ills of North American society.!* 

In the past, many methods of determining the dropout 
rate were implemented. The first problem was differentiation 
between the voluntary dropout and the involuntary dropout. 
Some school systems and investigators distinguished between 
the two and others did not. Segel and Schwarm (1957) illus- 
trated the use of these methods and demonstrated the differ- 
ing results. Consequently, according to their definition, 
over half of the early withdrawals could have been prevented 
by the school.!° Furthermore, it was reported (Voss, 
Wendling and Elliott, 1966) that voluntary and involuntary 
dropouts should be further divided into those who are 


retarded and those who are capable.!® 


1*D. Schreiber, "School Dropouts," National Society 
Study Education Yearbook, I (1967), pp. 211-236. 


15D. Segel, and O. Schwarm, "Retention in High School 
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16h, Elliott and others, "Some Types of High School 
Dropouts," Journal of Educational Research, LIX (December, 
LA66} po. 2oe-260. 
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Tannenbaum (1966) reported that dropout surveys 
include all those students who leave school, whatever the 
reason. He states that: 

"no effort is made to identify as a separate 
subgroup those for whom school completion, in 
the conventional sense, is a meaningless goal, 
such as the psychotic and severely neurotic, 
the trainable and barely educable, the hard 
core pre-delinquents, the marriage bound and 
the pregnant."?!7 
Moreover, these deviant groups will remain a perennial source 
of dropouts, regardless of how much effort is exerted to 
keep them in school. 

In another attempt at defining the school dropout, 
Ristow (1965) posed an interesting question. The point in 
question was whether the individual who returned to school a 
year or so later, or attended evening school or took corres- 
pondence, entered an apprenticeship program, or some other 


form of continuing education or training was the high school 


dropout who caused society's increasing number of ills?!® 


Characteristics of Dropouts 


In the publication, “Dropout Studies: Design and 


Conduct," (Schreiber, Kaplan, and Strom, 1965), a portrait 


; ‘7A, Tannenbaum, Dropout or Diploma (New York, 1966), 
4, 


181,. Ristow, "Much Ado About Dropouts," Phi Delta 
Kappen, XLVI (May, 1965), p. 463. 
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of the average school dropout was developed. °° It was 


suggested that: 


a) 
b) 


Cc) 
d) 
=) 
£) 
g) 


he is just past his sixteenth birthday 


he has average or slightly below average intelli- 
gence ; 


more likely to be a boy than a girl 
functioning below his potential 

below grade level in reading 

academically he is in the lowest quartile 


slightly over-age for his grade, having failed in 
elementary or junior high school 


frequent truancy 
frequent discipline problem 
seldom participates in extra-curricular activities 


feels rejected by the school and in turn rejects the 
school 


his parents were dropouts, as well as his brothers 
and sisters 


In narrowing the number of characteristics that 


describe the early school dropouts, the U.S.A. National 


Education Association listed six major characteristics ina 


publication by the research division (1967): 


1) "on the average, lower intelligence, 

2) frequent absenteeism, 

3) non-participation in extra-curricular activities, 
4) frequent transfers, 

5) dislike of school and behaviour problems, and 

6) lower socio-economic status." ?° 


The perusal of the most recent literature on the 


characteristics that distinguish the school dropout from the 


bSchreiber;yp. 5. 
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individual who succeeds at school was analogous. Recent 
Studies (Hoch, 1965; Tuel, 1966; Campbell, 1966; Schaffler, 
1966; Deno, 1963; Frerich, 1967; and Scales, 1969) all 
reported similar characteristics, such as failure, low 
scholastic aptitude, low reading ability, little respect for 
school, low socio-economic background as factors for the 


early departure of youth from our schools. 


Reasons Why Youth Leave School 

As was discovered in researching the literature on 
characteristics of the dropout, most studies carried out on 
why youth left school had many similarities. The reasons 
which dropouts gave most frequently were the desire to earn 
money and dissatisfaction with school. 

In a representative study carried out in April, 1961, 
by the Tennessee State Department of Education on the causes 
of high school dropouts, which included the opinions of 844 
teachers, principals, parents and students, the following 
reasons were stated as the main cause: 

"Lack of adequate guidance, low mentality, lack 

of finances, poor interpretation of the school 

program, discipline, lack of adequate curriculum 

offerings, early marriage, physical conditions, 


frequent changing of school, and too many fees."7} 


On the other hand, a survey (Reeves, 1966) to deter- 


1G. Liddle, "Psychological factors involved in 
dropping, out of school," Education Digest, XXVIII (1962), 
DD. Lo. . 
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mine why a student leaves school was completed and reported 
by the West Texas School Study Council. It referred directly 
to the individual in determining why he left school. The 
interview and questionnaire data were compiled with the help 
of 501 former students in thirteen West Texas communities. 
These students were seventh graders in 1953, 1954, and 1955, 
who have had the opportunity to seek their places in commun- 
ists alasfe'. 442 

These people indicated plainly that the urge to quit 
school was accelerated when the student felt that the teacher 
was not sensitive to his value as a person. Sixty-five per- 
cent of the respondents were parents and expressed the view 
that more emphasis needed to be placed on boy-girl relation- 
ships, early marriages, and the importance of teaching home 
and family life in the curriculum. Many respondents felt 
that they had themselves to blame. They indicated that they 
had a poor attitude, did not spend enough time on studies, 
found that going steady was harmful, and thought that they 
knew more than parents and teachers. ”? 

Psychological factors appeared to play an important 
role in the student's decision to drop out. Gordon P. Liddle 


(1962), a member of a team of social scientists, studied a 


22B. Fallon, and B. Reeves, "Dropout talks back through 
a survey to determine why he left school," Texas Outlook, L. 
@Wanuary, 1966) pp. 17-18. 
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cross-sectional group of 1,200 children as they grew from 
elementary school schildren into early adulthood in a United 
States midwestern city of 45,000 people. All the children 
in two grades of the public schools were studied, whether 
they stayed in school or dropped Suc 

It was reported that most parents of dropouts seldom 
took an active interest in what their children were doing in 
school. Because of peer group influence, many could not 
compete with their more informed classmates and were often 
laughed at and ridiculed for displays of lack of knowledge. 
Those individuals who were below average in social and per- 
sonal adjustment often had the feeling of rejection, isola- 
tion, and defeat, which almost always led to a lack of 
acceptance of, and respect for, others. Moreover, it was 
reported that lower class children wanted adult economic 
status, which they couldn't attain, immediately, by remaining 


in school. 25 


The Fate of School Dropouts 


Comprehensive follow-up studies comparing school 
dropouts and school graduates were not nearly as numerous as 


studies in other areas. 


24G. Liddle, "Psychological factors involved in dropp- 
Pro OUT Or sciocl, Baucation Digest, XXVIII (1962), pp. 15 
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The major problem in conducting a study of this 
nature is the difficulty in locating and obtaining responses 
from the subjects sampled. Reports on various investigation 
techniques indicate that those individuals who are unsuccess- 
ful in adult life tend not to respond to questionnaires and 
are hesitant to grant personal interviews. 

In an attempt tp secure information in the post-high 
school employment, education, and training of school dropouts 
from selected senior high schools in Los Angeles City Unified 
School District, Wilstach (1964) selected a sample of 221 
dropouts. Of these 221 dropouts, 159, or approximately 72 
percent, were accounted for by interviews completed approx- 
imately three months after they had withdrawn from school. 

By checking the 221 names with the Los Angeles County Proba- 
tion Department, it was discovered that 20 percent of the 
dropouts had been or were on probation, and 6 percent had 
been on social assistance rolls. Of the 159 dropouts, 49 
were once again enrolled in school and 26 of these were 
enrolled in the same school from which they had withdrawn. ® 
This points to the major problem of accounting procedures to 
determine dropout rates accurately. 

During the week preceding the interview, 68 were 


employed. Of these 68 employed, 35 were unskilled workers, 


26T, Wilstach, "Follow-up study of high school dropouts: 
A progress report," California Education, I (April, 1964) 
Douwle. 
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10 were in semi-skiled jobs, 2 had skilled positions, 4 were 
in sales, 8 held clerical positions, and 9 were employed in 
service industries. However, the bulk of the dropouts in- 
dicated that their future plans were such that they would 
require additional education or training.*’ 

The information obtained was the first investigation 
of a three year study. The three month follow-up is a 
rather limited period to draw conclusions, but unfortunately 
the results of the second and third follow-up studies could 
not be located. 

In Alberta, Vincent and Black (1966) conducted a 
follow-up study in the Calgary region to determine the voca- 
tional success of a group of grade eleven dropouts from 
three Alberta public high schools six years after they had 
left school. At the time of withdrawal each subject of the 
sample had acquired a minimum of 70 high school credits, 
which was the equivalent to the completion of grade eleven 
in this province. One hundred and fifty-four students met 
these qualifications. ?& 

Of the 154 dropouts selected, 38 were found to be 
living outside Calgary, 3l were untraceable, 83 were contac- 
ted, and 74 out of the 83 contacted were available for inter- 


views. From a selected ample of 154 dropouts, data were 


2"T bid « 


28vincent and Black, p. 315 
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available from only 48 percent of the total group. However, 
responses were received from 89 percent of those subjects 
actually located and contacted.?? 

The marital status of the group was found to be as 
follows: 52 of-:the 74 were married with 33 having children; 
one was divorced. Intellectually, only 13 out of 74 had an 
intelligence quotient less than 100. Moreover, 53 fell in 
the 100-120 range of intelligence. ?° 

As far as continuing education was concerned, all 
but 16 had taken further education or training. The break- 
down was as follows: 15 attended the Southern Alberta 
Institute of Technology, 8 enrolled in the semester system 
at a local college, 8 entered university, 6 took correspon- 
dence or company courses, 5 entered apprenticeship programs, 
and 3 attended night school. The interviewers received 
permission from 56 subjects to interview the employers for 
their appraisal. Thirty-nine of the 56 were considered 
likely to advance. It was discovered that the individual's 
personality, consciousness, and industriousness were of 
equal or of greater importance than educational background. ?} 
Vincent and Black concluded that the case for this 


particular dropout sample as swelling the ranks of the 


29 Tbid., p. 314. 
30Ibid., p. 315. 


31Ibid., p. 316. 
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nation's unemployed was not clearly justified. Furthermore, 
they concluded é ifcat the results of the sample indicated job 
stability among this dropout group. It must be kept in mind 
that this was a unique group of dropouts, for they all had 
the equivalent of grade XI or better. But this merely exem- 
plified the fact we cannot label all early school dropouts 
as undesirables and burdens to society. °? 

From DeKalh Illinois, Murk (1960) attempted to deter- 
mine the vocational endeavours of high school dropouts. 

From a sample of 72 students, a very limited return of 28 
(approximately 38 percent) was experienced. The results 
reported for vocational success found the boys employed 
within one month, with the girls taking slightly longer. 
The type of employment usually was that which required the 
minimum amount of education. However, due to the limited 
amount of data one cannot generalize as to the success of 
the school dropout. *? 

A study in the Kansas area investigated the relation- 
ship between participation and non-participation in extra- 
curricular activities for high school students. A question- 
naire was used to secure data from an equal number of drop- 


outs and graduates. Each dropout was matched with a randomly 


32Tbid., pp. 326-329. 


337. Murk, "Follow-up study on students who drop out 
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selected graduate. It was reported that 68 percent of the 
212 dropouts did not participate in a single activity. For 
the males and females, the percentages were 82 percent and 
46 percent respectively. There was a significant difference 
in the number of activity leadership roles for dropouts and 
graduates. Ninety-nine percent of the dropouts held no 
leadership roles as compared to 52 percent of the graduates. ?* 

Berry and Nelson (1966) conducted a study with a 
sample of 3,731 United States Marines to determine the suc- 
cess or non-success of those who were high school graduates 
and those who were dropouts. Success and non-success was 
determined by evidence of satisfactory or unsatisfactory 
adjustments to the corps. Men were placed in the non-success 
group if they met either one of the two following criteria: 
(a) evidence that they had been administrative or disciplin- 
ary problems to the corps although they were still on active 
duty at the end of two years, and (b) discharge from the 
Marine Corps. °° 

The sample was divided into three groups, those who 
graduated from high school, those who completed the General 


Educational Development Program after enlistment, and 


‘oe Bell, "Comparison of dropouts and non-dropouts on 
participation in school activities," Journal of Educational 
Research, LX (February, 1962), pp. 248-251. 


35N, Berry, and P. Nelson, "Fate of School Dropouts in 
the Marine Corps," Personal and Guidance Journal, XLV, 
(September, 1966), pp. 20-23. 
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thirdly, the high school dropouts. 


Table I 


SUCCESS RATE IN THE MARINE CORPS FOR 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES AND DROPOUTS 


i ————— 


GROUP Ago. Gi. D Non-GsE.D: SUM 
Success (No.) 1904 292 745 2941 
Column % 90.96 "EY? 59.93 YPevyl cif 
Non-success (No.) 189 103 498 790 
Column % ey 0) FAS 8 BP 40.06 ella 
TOTAL 2093 395 1243 ews 
Chi-Square = 448.317 with 2 degrees of freedom, probability 
wy. OOL 


The results supported by the hypothesis of the study 
that school graduates were more successful than dropouts 
before entering the corps, and those school dropouts who 
entered the G.E.D. program were more successful than those 
who did not. The findings pointed out that the receiving of 
a diploma was not as important as the completion of the 
educational cycle before enlistment. It was further sugges- 
ted that the difference between the high school graduate and 
the dropout tied in the character trait which might be called 
bye the unscientific term, “stick-to-itiveness.”~** 


It might also be added that the regimented life of 
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the marine was much different from that of the civilian. 
Since many of today's youth are questioning the morality of 
wars, it is not surprising that those students who found it 
difficult to conform to the school system (dropouts) also 
were less successful in falling into the military mould of 
the armed forces. 

The following follow-up study was one which was in- 
vestigated very thoroughly by the writer. Richard J. 
Mueller (1964), of the University of Iowa, conducted a 
follow-up comparison of post high school success of a matched 
group of high school dropouts and graduates. He compared 
post high school vocational experiences, citizenship, 
recreational pursuits, and certain other attributes of high 
school dropouts who were equated by groups with graduates 
according to age, sex, academic ability, and socio-economic 
background. This paper provided comparisons among matched 
groups of young adults, all of whom entered the ninth grade 
in numerous high schools in Iowa during the years 1955 and 
1956. Thus, the dropouts in this sample were out of high 
school drom five to seven years and the graduates three to 
four years.?’ 

The two groups were compared on the following post 


high school experiences and attitudes: 


37R, Mueller, "A follow-up comparison of post high 
school success of matched high school dropouts and graduates," 
Doctoral Thesis, Iowa: State University of Iowa, 1963, 
(Micro-film). 
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1) Vocational experiences, 2) civil participation, 
3) church participation, 4) leisure time activities, 
and 5) attitudes towards high school curricula, 
guidance programs, extra-curricular participation, 
part time employment while in school, and the 
United Nations. °° 
A total of 898 students were taken from registers of 
dropouts and graduates of eighteen Junior and Senior High 
Schools in the eastern Iowa area. One-hundred and fifty-six 
individuals could not be traced. The percentages of respon- 
ses from the remaining 742 individuals were as follows: 


Number Non-respondents Respondents Percent 


DROPOUTS 334 re Ge ney 8 1¥s Sivyye 
GRADUATES 408 135 2:53 62.0 


Furthermore, 8.2 percent of the non-respondent group 
were contacted and filled out a questionnaire with the 
investigator present. 

Of 295 separate analyses of variances, there were 
only forty-five differences that were statistically signifi- 
cant. Twenty of those differences, all in favor of the 
graduates, were on four variables: level of occupational 
status, participation in church activities, library visits, 
and attitudes towards extra-curricular participation when in 


high .~school. 3? 
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Following is a resume of the results: 


More dropouts were married and less likely to have 
successful marriage when compared with the graduates. 
But it must be remembered that the dropouts were married 
longer. Graduates reached a higher level of occupation- 
al status, but with the exception of one single group, 
dropouts and graduates in the various socio-economic and 
ability levels were earning about the same amount of pay. 
Once again it must be noted that the dropouts were work- 
ing longer. No significant difference resulted in the 
number of months of education required, except for the 
difference between the high socio-economic and high 
ability level of dropouts and graduates. Graduates 
tended to enroll in business education and dropouts in 
correspondence school. Few graduates attended college 
compared to college bound students in general. Very 
little difference was found in civil participation, but 
the dropouts appeared less likely to attend church. No 
differences were found in recreational pursuits and 
little difference occurred in utilization of library 
facilities. Both had almost the same opinion of the 
value of at least part of the high school's offering, 
that is school courses, but the dropouts were more dis- 
Satisfied with school programs offered. There was a 
significant difference in extra-curricular participation 
in favor of the graduates. Dropouts were more prone to 
advocate part time work. About one-half the boys, 
graduates and dropouts, owned a car and 11 percent 
indicated that it caused financial difficulty.*°® 


Generally the findings of Mueller's study point to 


the fact that differences between the dropout and graduate, 


at least during the early years out of school, may not be as 


great as claimed by many writers on the subject. 


Summary 


After reviewing available research concerning school 


dropouts, long range effects of dropping out of school pose 
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Many interesting questions and contradictions. The charac- 
teristics of dropouts and the identifying procedures have 
appeared to be researched extensively and the criteria for 
these studies well established. This type of information is 
readily available from departments of education. 

However, research seemed to be less reliable when 
attempts were made to contact former dropouts, as well as 
graduates, and simply find out how they are coping with 
adult life five, ten, and fifteen years after leaving school. 
However, when these follow-up studies are conducted the hy- 
pothesis that dropouts will be less successful in adult life 
has not been supported. 

Available evidence on the fate of the school dropout 
is inconclusive and many assumptions made about dropouts are 
unjustified. Hence, this study attempts to provide more 
substantial evidence as to the fate of high school dropouts 
and graduates, and also find out if dropping out of school 


means dropping out of society. 
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CHAPTER III 


DESIGN OF THE STUDY 


In an attempt to gain an improved conception about 
the long term effects of high school graduation and early 
withdrawal, two groups of students who formerly attended 
school in the County of Strathcona were chosen for a follow- 
up study. The two groups chosen consisted of males and 
females who wrote the Grade IX Departmental Examinations in 
1963. The subjects selected would have been out of school 
anywhere from three to seven years, giving them a substantial 


period of time to become established in the adult world. 


Sample and Population 


The entire sample of students selected for the study 
attended County of Strathcona schools during their Grade IX 
school year. The selection of the subjects was made from 
the confidential returns of the grade IX departmental exami- 
nations written in 1963. The number of students who success- 
fully completed their Grade IX term totalled 309. 

The dropout group, which totalled 59, included every 
student who left the County of Strathcona school system and 
was not known to have transferred to another high school. By 
most standards the dropout rate was low, however, two factors 


to take into consideration were first, that this number did 
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not include those students who withdrew prior to grade Ix, 
and second, the population that the sample was drawn from 
did not include those students who transferred into the 
County of Strathcona during their high school years. 

Comparatively, a stratified random sample of 62 high 
school graduates were selected from the same 1963 grade Ix 
graduation list. Of these sixty-ywo students, thirty-seven 
were males and twenty-five were females. 

In order to determine which students discontinued 
their public school education and were not known to transfer 
to another school, investigations into school cumulative 
records, the high school's personal files, and official 
School Board records, were thoroughly conducted before the 
decision to include the subject in the sample was finalized. 

The school dropout was a student who did not meet 
the requirements for graduation from high school as set forth 
by the Alberta Department of Education. On the other hand, 
the high school graduate was a student who received a general 


high school diploma or a senior matriculation diploma. 


Instrument: Follow-up Questionnaire 


Once the two groups were selected, the desired infor- 
mation was obtained via questionnaire. The questionnaire 
adopted was, in part, identical to the one utilized by 
Richard J. Mueller (1964), of the University of Iowa, in his 


Doctoral Dissertation titled "A Follow-up Comparison of Post 


- 0€ 


.XI obste od roiaq wetbdtiw ow athebyte ssosd atutont 3 
moxt nwexb esew efqmee oft tsdt notssLuqog ods 
ets otai beixetenstd ofw etnsbede saont abteat 2 
.eusoy Looroer dyin shed pnts snoadts 132 to 

dpid S38 to elqms= mobast bsitijsiase & \yLevisensgme} 
ee 


XI obsxp feel smse sit moxrt Bbetoelse stow coseunene 10 
nevee-ysxids ,etasbuse owy-ysxie seeds 20 -teil 9L 56 oaae. _ 
.2sismet sinew evit-ysnews- bre cotem one wo ut | 
7 


Av 


heuntsnosetb esmebute foidw enisrmesebh oF tebz0 at | | - a 
xstanstt oft mwont gon szew bas noistsoubs Loose: E 
7 ae zd i 
evissiumun foodoe osm anoltmpitagviti Tecrioe x + 
[stortto bas .aeLtt fsnoeitsg = pore deid 389. 5 | 


o : 
ap 


= 


, 
/ te i] 
A 
9 


edt sitotsd besaubroo yidpwotods stew ,abroos1 orsog 
_bosiientt esw sigmse odd ni tostdve ony sbylont be! 
+sam gon bib onw Lastaadia & any tyoqord suetee iT 
djxo}jee es Loorve deid mozd notteubsxp 103 adasmoettep 
basd rsigo sft nO noi se0u88 to rani i yd ve : 
Isusasp 6 bevievst ofw tnebuse 5 aBW eanpPnse © id 9) 


-smolqib noissivoixtsm xoksea s 0 smotgib 1 


wa He 
orioe Ae : 


7 


- - j - oa 
' Z 7 7 , ae 
ll =: - yl 2 \ 


7 L i 


-totai bettesb mead negli wie ¥ 


Q . b a By a 
xe vy a> oe no of he oh pai * Nae pa # i~ 


. 


aid ni , Bw . tex . ins oto 26 iy x 


suo 40 noets 


f " 
ae? ‘ 
I , 
_ 


au. 


High School Success of Matched High School Dropouts and 
Graduates." However, portions pertaining to military service, 
church attendance, and government activities were omitted. 
In addition, reference was made to questionnaires used by 
Vincent and Black (1966), Hughes (1968) and Scragg (1968). 
The information obtained by the guestionnaire was 
broken down into 20 itdesenaent variables. Dependent vari- 
ables, age, achievement, mentai ability, and sex were obtain- 
ed from each subject's cululative record file along with 
socio-economic status and the Grade IX Departmental Examina- 
tion results. The areas deemed important in the study were 
Marital and family status, economic and vocational achieve- 
ment, continuing education patterns, and opinions and 


thoughts about past school experiences. 


Administration of the Questionnaire 

The telephone numbers and addresses for each subject 
selected for the study were obtained from school records, 
telephone directories, Henderson's Directory, friends and 
relatives, school personnel, and former students. When the 
place of residence for each of the subjects was located, 
personal contact was established. Telephone contact was 
made if the subject was known to reside in Edmonton or with- 
in a radius of fifty miles. For those individuals who were 
definitely known to reside outside Alberta or Canada, a 


questionnaire was mailed. Accompanying each questionnaire 
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was a covering letter explaining the nature and purpose of 
the study. Along with each questionnaire was a self-address- 
ed stamped envelope to facilitate return. One month after 
the first mailing a second letter, or reminder, was sent to 
those who failed to reply. 

From the entire sample of 122 dropouts and graduates, 
One person was dead, 18 dropouts were impossible to locate, 
and seven graduates were not located. Ten of the 18 dropouts, 
whose residence could not be located, were girls. Therefore, 
96 questionnaires were mailed and 86 were returned. However, 
two of the 86 questionnaires could not be used in the study 
because of improper methods of responding. The data used in 
compiling the results were from 87.5 percent of those subjects 
who were mailed questionnaires. The most difficult group to 


locate were the girls who married and had changed their names. 


Analysis of Data 


The data collected during the survey were analyzed by 
frequency tabulations and proportions. For the most part 
chi-square was used to test differences among proportions. 
However, in some instances two-way analysis of variance was 
used. 

Item responses were compared in terms of male drop- 
outs and graduates, female dropouts and graduates, and 
finally male and female. One problem encountered was that 


in certain instances, especially for females, the cell 
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frequencies were too small to apply chi-square, consequently 
for many cases the findings were simply reported in numbers 


and by percentages. 
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CHAPTER IV 


RESULTS 


Four major hypotheses were constructed for the pur- 
pose of comparing experiences and accomplishments of students 
who graduate from high school and those who leave prior to 
graduation. 

Since success in western society is basically 
measured in terms of one's educational, vocational, and 
economic achievements, three of the hypotheses concern these 
dependent variables. The fourth hypothesis to be tested 
concerned the opinions the dropouts and graduates still 


retain regarding their past school experiences. 


Hypothesis I 


Hypothesis I stated: There is no difference in their 
continuing education patterns. 


To test this hypothesis, the male and female dropouts 
and graduates were compared by the application of a chi- 
square analysis according to the following dependent vari- 
ables: (a) enrollment in educational programs, (b) types of 
programs, (c) amount of formal training obtained, (d) grade 
IX achievement and types of education sought, (e) necessity 
of the High School Diploma, and (f) the reasons for not 


registering in an educational program after leaving school. 
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Program Enrollment 


Seventy percent of the male and female dropouts and 
graduates undertook additional educational training beyond 
that obtained at the high school level. Tables 2a and 2b 
indicate that the dropouts attempted to up-grade themselves 
to a greater extent than their counterparts, yet it was not 
that significant. 

On the other hand, when a comparison was carried out 
by sex, both male groups combined, enrolled in educational 
programs to a greater extent than did the females (Table 2c). 

Frequently throughout the chapter the female gradu- 
ates appeared to be the most satisfied group departing from 


high school. 


Table 2a 


MALE ENROLLMENT IN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
AFTER HAVING LEFT HIGH SCHOOL 


GROUP n YES NO 


No. % No. & 
Dropouts 23 20 87.0 & 13 40 
Graduates 30 pe 16=*7 } ae ee | 
TOTAL 53 43 SL 10 18.9 


Chi-Square = 0.1354 with 1 degree of freedom, probability > 
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Table 2b 


FEMALE ENROLLMENT IN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 
AFTER HAVING LEFT HIGH SCHOOL 


GROUP n YES NO 

No. S No. S 
Dropouts 10 6 60.0 4 40.0 
Graduates 2b 10 47.6 ak 52.4 
TOTAL cml 16 5 LO Les 48.4 


Chi-Square = 0.551 with 1 degree of freedom, probability > 


mre 
Table 2c 
MALE AND FEMALE ENROLLMENT IN EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS AFTER HAVING LEFT HIGH SCHOOL 
GROUP n YES NO 
No. Z No. % 
Males Is 43 Sie. 10 PES S9 
Females el 16 51.6 15 48.4 
TOTAL 84 59 Va viy: Paes PBS haat 3) 


Chi-Square = 6.806 with 1° of freedom, probability < .05 


Programs Enrolled In by Dropouts 


The male dropouts entered a variety of educational 


programs with apprenticeship training (trade training) and 
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technical training (the Northern Alberta Institute of Tech- 
nology) constituting the largest portion, 57.9 percent. 
Other categories included agricultural college, correspon- 
dence school, and junior college. The category "OTHER," 
Table 2d, included such programs as radio announcing, self- 
taught accounting, and psychiatric hugenns. 

Of the six dropout girls who enrolled in some educa- 
tional program, two entered business college, one undertook 
a "blue print" course, and one registered in Alberta College. 
The remaining two enrolled in evening credit and private 


school. 


Programs Enrolled In by Graduates 
Approximately 43.5 percent of the graduate boys 


entered a university program as compared to not one dropout 
male. Similarly, 43.5 percent entered trade training or a 
technical program. The remaining 13 percent registered in 
evening credit, private school, and one lad entered the 
Registered Industrial Accountant Program. 

The female graduates constituted the group with the 
lowest average percentage of continued educational develop- 
ment after having left high school. Table 2d illustrates 
that less than one-half the girls undertook additional edu- 
cation or training. Only 20 percent of the girls entering 
continuing education programs entered at the university 


level. Again the dropouts failed to have anyone attend at 
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the university level. 

There was definite contrast between the programs 
chosen by both sexes. The girls tended to enter the "female" 
type occupational preparation programs - business education, 
office work, etc. The major difference between the males 
was that the graduate high school students were the only 


group to register at a university. 


Length of Continuing Education 


Since it was virtually impossible to compare the 
graduates and dropouts by the types of programs they enrolled 
in, due to the different nature of each individual program, 
the amount of training obtained was analyzed. By comparing 
the amounts, it was possible to infer the type. For 
example, in trade or apprenticeship training the usual 
maximum length of formal classroom instruction time was 
eight months as compared to eight to sixteen months at a 
technical institute, and 21 months to 28 months at a univer- 
sity. These amounts are usually required before a certifi- 
cate, diploma, or degree is awarded. 

Table 2e illustrates the intervals (6 months per 
interval) and the number of people who have obtained the 
amount of education indicated by that interval. Through a 
chi-square analysis no difference was found between the male 
dropouts and graduates. However, the number of graduates 


did surpass the number of dropouts at the higher end of the 
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scale. Because there were still a number of graduates still 
attending a university, and since the probability illustrated 
by Table 2e is 0.16 (.05 or less is required for statistical 
Significance) upon completion of their programs a difference 


might in fact occur between the dropouts and graduates. 


Table 2e 


THE AMOUNT OF EDUCATION OBTAINED BY MALE DROPOUTS 
AND GRADUATES AFTER HAVING LEFT HIGH SCHOOL 


GROUP AMOUNT OF EDUCATION IN MONTHS 

1-6 7-12 13-18 19-24 Over 24 
Dropouts 20 5 7 3 3 2 
Graduates PAS 2 6 1 ff if 


TOTAL 7 13 4S 10 +) 


Chi-Sgquare = 6.563 with 4 degrees of bales iE) a tape 

The female groups followed much the same pattern as 
the males. Table 2f illustrates the number in each of the 
six month intervals. 

Chi-square analysis was not calculated due to the 
limited number of subjects in most of the cells (Dixon and 
Massey, p. 238). 

Fifty percent of the dropouts and graduates obtained 
one to six months of education after having left high school. 


Similar to the graduate males, the graduate females had a 
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larger percentage of people at the upper end of the scale. 


But in comparison with the boys, the percentage was smaller. 


Table 2f 


THE AMOUNT OF EDUCATION OBTAINED BY FEMALE DROPOUTS 
AND GRADUATES AFTER HAVING LEFT HIGH SCHOOL 


GROUP AMOUNT OF EDUCATION IN MONTHS 

1-6 7-12 13-18 19-24 Over 24 
Dropouts | 6 3 P 1 0 0 
Graduates 10 5 2 0 id: 2 


TOTAL 8 4 1 1 2 


Grade IX Achievement and Length of Continuing Education 


The achievement and length of continuing education 
for the boys is illustrated in Table 2g. Furthermore, a 
graphical representation appears in Table 2h. Once again, 
analysis could not be performed for the females because of 
the limited numbers. Only gross comparisons, using percen- 
tages, were made between the males and females. 

The boys covered the gamut in comparing grade IX 
achievement, by stanines, and continuing education patterns. 
Only one girl, or six percent, with a stanine average of 4 
or less, entered any type of program at all. Contrastly, 15 
or 35.7 percent of the males who achieved an average stanine 


of 4 or less entered some type of continuing education 
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program. An observation worthy of mention, was that nine 
out of those 15 undertook apprenticeship (trade or on-the-job 
training) or technical training. 

The lower achievers entered programs requiring 
shorter training periods. As illustrated in Table 2g, there 
was no statistical difference between the dropouts and the 
graduates. However, as noted earlier, many of the graduates 
were currently attending post-high school educational insti- 
tutions and once they complete their programs a significant 


difference could possibly occur. 


Table 2g 


GRADE IX ACHIEVEMENT AND THE LENGTH OF EDUCATION FOR 
MALE DROPOUTS AND GRADUATES AFTER HAVING LEFT HIGH SCHOOL 


GROUP AMOUNT OF EDUCATION IN MONTHS 
Grade IX 
Achievement 1-6 7-12 13-18 19-24 Over 24 
S 1 nl 1 0 0 0 0 
T 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
a 3 6 3 2 0 if 0 
N 4 9 2 4 a 2 0 
+ 5 8 0 4 0 3 1 
N 6 1) 1 2 3 2 3 
E 7 3 0 auf 0 0 2 
S 8 2 0 0 0 si 1 
9 3 0 0 0 a 2 
TOTAL F | 1h 4 10 9 


Chi-Square = 33.891 with 28 degrees of freedom, probability 
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Table 2h 


GRAPHIC REPRESENTATION OF GRADE IX ACHIEVEMENT 
THE LENGTH OF EDUCATION FOR MALE DROPOUTS AND 
GRADUATES AFTER HAVING LEFT HIGH SCHOOL 


GROUP AMOUNT OF EDUCATION IN MONTHS 
Grade IX 
Achievement 1-6 7-12 13-18 19-24 Over 24 
S ub ne 
T 2 0 
m 3 6 LS 
4 9 | 
A 8 Ore 7 
6 alt | a 
N 
7 3 s 
- 8 2 SB Ze 
S 
9 3 Ze ook 


Following in Table 21 is a break-down in amount of 
education after leaving school and grade IX achievement for 
females. In contrast with the males, where the achievement 
ranged from stanine one to nine, the range for the girls was 


only four to eight, inclusive. 
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Table 21 


GRADE IX ACHIEVEMENT AND THE LENGTH OF EDUCATION FOR 
FEMALE DROPOUTS AND GRADUATES AFTER HAVING LEFT HIGH SCHOOL 


GROUP AMOUNT OF EDUCATION IN MONTHS 
Grade IX | 
Achievement | 1-6 7-12 13-18 19-24 Over 24 
4 1h 6 0 a 0 0 
5 6 3 aI 0 0 0 
6 eS 2 0 0 kL 0 
Z 3 1 1 0 0 i 
8 2} 2 0 0 0 i 
DOTAL a 


Necessity of the High School Diploma 


The dropout sample in this study consisted of 23 
male dropouts and 10 female dropouts, out of a total possible 
of 59. From the data received, four out of the 23 male drop- 
outs and one out of the 10 female dropouts obtained their 
high school diploma after having left high school. By per- 
centage, 15.2 percent of the dropouts in this study eventu- 
ally obtained their diploma. 

Although three-quarters of all four groups responded 
positively to the importance of the high school diploma, a 
definite difference of opinion was discovered when the drop- 
outs and graduates of both sexes were compared. The numbers 
and percentages illustrated in Tables 2j and 2k indicate 


that the high school dropout did not consider a diploma as 
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important as did his counterpart, the graduate. Among the 
dropouts, males and females, the males considered the impor- 
tance of the diploma to a lesser extent than did the females. 
Again the lack of subjects in the female cells 
prevents the chi-square analysis, hence the difference can 


only be observed. 


Table 23 


MALE OPINION ON THE NECESSITY OF 
A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 


NECESSITY OF A DIPLOMA 


YES NO 
No. % No. % 
Dropouts 23 11 47.8 a2 5282 
Graduates 30 vas S355 5 dl Gaok 


TOTAL 36 68.0 ut 32.0 


Chi-Square = 7.534 with 1 degree of freedom, probability < 


205 
Table 2k 
FEMALE OPINION ON THE NECESSITY OF 
A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 

GROUP NECESSITY OF A DIPLOMA 

YES NO 

No. S No. % 

Dropouts 10 6 60.0 4 40.0 
Graduates Pail ll vO Pe ee WY 0 0.0 


TOTAL Pat 87.0 4 aR 
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Reasons for Not Obtaining Education After High School 


From an over all total of 84 subjects used in this 
survey only 25, or 30 percent, did not undertake any contin- 
uing education after having left high school. 

The reasons were varied, but the largest category 
was "no interest" which accounted for 72 percent of the 
total. The group giving the reason of "no interest" was 
largely filled with female graduates. This is a pattern that 
occurs frequently in the survey. The female graduates appea- 
red to be the most satisfied group with regards to attitude 
towards their past high school experiences and the usefulness 
of the part of school curriculum they happened to be involved 
with. Marriage accounted for 16 percent of the reasons 
given by females. In two instances, or 8 percent, the drop- 
out and graduate boys had to go to work. Only one girl out 
of both the male and female group indicated that she couldn't 
obtain further education because of insufficient funds. 

Table 2L illustrates a summary by categories of 


reasons for not pursuing a continuing education programs. 
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Table 2L 


THE REASONS MALE AND FEMALE GRADUATES AND 
DROPOUTS GAVE FOR NOT PURSING A 
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM 


GROUP n Insufficient Marriage Not Had to 
Funds Interested Work 

MALE 

Dropouts a 0 0 4 1 

Graduates 7 

FEMALE 

Dropouts 4 an 2 af 

Graduates ik 0 2 9 0 
TOTAL ee 
Summary 


A major portion (70 percent) of the dropouts and 
graduates followed a continuing education program. By com- 
parison, more dropouts than graduates, and more males than 
females, continued their education after having left high 
school. The length of the program enrolled in was dependent 
on the type. No dropouts of either sex enrolled in a univer- 
sity program. On the other hand, 43 percent of the males 
and 20 percent of the females who entered a continuing educa- 
tion program did so at the university level after having 
graduated from high school. 


The male dropouts usually chose technical or trade 
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training. Both groups of females tended to enter short term 
specialized training which usually involved clerical work. 

Grade IX scholastic achievement was closely connected 
with the type of continuing education pursued. The dropout 
achieved at a lower level than the graduate, and tended to 
enter programs which demanded less rigorous academic require- 
ments. 

For all groups surveyed, the opinion on the necessity 
of the high school diploma differed significantly between 
the graduates and the dropouts. It appeared that the drop- 
outs located suitable educational programs to meet their 
interests and needs without a high school diploma. In other 
words, slightly more than 50 percent negated the necessity 


of the high school diploma. 


Hypothesis TI 


Hypothesis II stated: There is no difference in their 
vocational achievements. 


The second hypothesis was tested for the male and 
female graduates and dropouts by comparing their (a) marital 
status, (b) employment rate, (c) amount of income, (d) income 
satisfaction, (e) job satisfaction, and (f) rate of unemploy- 


ment. 


Marital Status 


At the time of the survey, 43.4 percent of the males 
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and 64.5 percent of the females had been married. Using a 
chi-square analysis neither the males nor the females varied 
Significantly in their rate of marriage. 

By comparing the percentages in Table 3a and Table 
3b, one could see a definite tendency for the girls to marry 


more quickly than the boys. 


Table 3a 


MALE MARRIAGE RATE 


GROUP n MARRIED 
YES NO 
No. % No. % 
Dropouts 23 ah 56.5 10 4345 
Graduates 30 10 a3 5 20 66.7 
TOTAL 53 Z3 43.4 30 56.6 


Chi-Sgquare = 1.98 with 1 degree of freedom, probability > .05 


Table 3b 


FEMALE MARRIAGE RATE 


—————————————————————— ee 


GROUP n MARRIED 
YES NO 
No. % No. S 
Dropouts 10 7 70.0 it 30,0 
Graduates ee 13 61.0 8 38.0 
TOTAL 3t 20 64.5 11 25 a> 


ee 


Chi-Sguare = 0.002 with 1° of freedom, probability > .05 
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The graduates and dropouts were compared by the 
number of years of marriage. The range in the number of 
years of marriage was one to five years, inclusive. Because 
of the limited numbers in the cell, a chi-square analysis 
was not done. 

Tables 3c and 3d indicate the numbers of years each 
of the subjects had been married. The dropout males would 
appear to have been married for a slightly longer period 
than the graduate males. On the other hand, the dropout 
girls were definitely married more years than their counter- 
parts. In fact marriage could have been the reason some of 


the girls left school prior to graduation. 


Table 3c 


NUMBER OF YEARS OF MARRIAGE FOR MALES 


GROUP YEARS OF MARRIAGE 

One Two Three Four Five 
Dropouts BS Lee Our Pane Sool, 1 ate el eit ements 2a Urs) aU) 
Graduates 11 8] 2-1-9 vb 1 9-1 0-0-0 -— 1-9-1 
TOTAL 24 [15 625 ee 6.8] ee ee eee eae ge be a 2 


Table 3d 


NUMBER OF YEARS OF MARRIAGE FOR FEMALES 


GROUP YEARS OF MARRIAGE 


Dropouts eee Pe Fg Os ie phe 2 eS Wala Be es Gee Cee Pa | 
Graduates Sean es Paes. sou so UU re OOD 


TOTAL See au Poo. ae eee, Oo woo Las. | 4.8 
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As of July lst, 1970, 90.0 percent of those students 
who married were still married to the same spouse. From the 
grand total of 44 marriages, 4.55 percent of the male drop- 
outs were separated. Similarly, one of the graduate girls 
was separated and one was divorced. 

Fifty percent of the married couples had one or more 
childre. 

Table 3e illustrates that slightly less than one 
half of the married girls were employed outside the home 
besides looking after household duties. Although the prop- 
ortions seem that they would be statistically different, 
they were not. For the small cell frequencies involved, the 


probability was more than .05. 


Table 3e 


THE NUMBER OF EMPLOYED MARRIED WOMEN 


GROUP EMPLOYED 


YES NO 
No. % No. % 
Dropouts 8 ZU Tey 
Graduates BS oe ipa) Sheps) 
di 1 gl hes 10 47.6 (bie jo A 


Chi-Square = 1.388 with 1 degree of freedom, probability > 
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Occupational Status 


Three-quarters of all the students surveyed were 
employed full-time. Almost identical percentages (76 percent) 
of the female and male graduates were employed in contrast 
with 87 percent of the male dropouts and 40 percent of the 
female dropouts. One-half of the female dropouts were 
occupied as housewives, whereas 23.8 percent of the female 
graduates occupied the same position. 

Slightly less than one-quarter of the male graduates 
were still occupied as students. These people were still 
attending or had just graduated from university. 

Unemployment was not a serious problem for the drop- 
outs, for only one of the male dropouts was unemployed at the 
time of the survey. .None of the graduates reported being 
unemployed involuntarily. Table 3f presents a complete 
summary bf the occupational status for every member who par- 


ticipated in the survey. 


Average Income 


The average income for each group was calculated for 
those people who were employed full or part time. The stu- 
dents who were employed at temporary summer jobs were not 
included. 

The income reported by those people who held perma- 
nent jobs was in $50.00 intervals. In calculating the "mean 


salary," the mid-point of the interval was used. 
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Through the application of the analysis of variance, 
no Significant difference was found in the average salaries 
earned by the dropouts and graduates, male or female. How- 
ever, when grouped by sex, the males were earning signifi- 
cantly higher salaries than the female dropouts and graduates. 

Reference can be made to Figure 1 for a graphic 
illustration of the average salaries earned by the male and 
female dropouts and graduates. The male dropout's and 
graduate's average income was $530.00 and $473.00 per month, 
while the female dropouts and graduates earned $340.00 and 
$373.00 per month. 

When the dropout and graduate boys were compared 
according to the amount of money they earned, it should be 
kept clearly in mind that approximately one-quarter of the 
male graduates had not become regular wage earners. These 
are university students, who upon completion of their 
university program, will likely command starting salaries of 


approximately $550.00 to $650.00 per month. 
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Figure 1 


AVERAGE INCOME FOR MALE AND FEMALE 
HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUTS AND GRADUATES 
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Table 3g 


CELL MEANS MATRIX FOR AVERAGE INCOME 


n Male n Female 


560055 


5 


Dropouts 340.00 


Graduates 473.75 16 3738e48 


Note: The n's reported here are smaller for the male 
graduate and dropout than reported in Table 3f. 
The reason was that five of the males who were 
employed full-time were on the farm and did not 


report a monthly income. 
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Table 3h 


ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE TABLE OF AVERAGE MONTHLY INCOME 
FOR MALE AND FEMALE DROPOUTS AND GRADUATES 


SUM OF MEAN 
SOURCE SQUARES Der SQUARES F-RATIO PROBABILITY 
BETWEEN 
Dropouts & 
Graduates 1487.00 1 og a rat W 8 pam Oar Wh cr A Ue a 8 may bee Br dh 9k 
Male & 
Female 229874.0 1 229874.0 144871995" 0.000304* 
Interaction 
Male-Female 
xYPOO. 2ee2 91. 0 1 22129.0 124316644.0.236625 
+ Graduates 
Error 850126.0 55 15456.20 


* Probability <...05 


Employment Satisfaction 


Each employed person was asked to indicate whether 
he/she (a) "like his present job," (b) "didn't like it but 
hag -ro puc up with it,""or (cy) “disliked: it Very much.” For 
purposes of analysis, items 'b' and 'c' were combined; 

(refer to Tables 3i and 3j). 

Slightly more than 90 percent of all four groups 
combined indicated they were satisfied with their present 
occupation. Furthermore, there was no significant difference 


between male groups or female groups. (The numbers for the 
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female dropouts were extremely small.) 
At this point in their life, both graduates and 


dropouts found their work quite satisfying. 


Table 3i 


MALE JOB SATISFACTION 


GROUP SATISFIED DISSATISFIED 
No. % No. S 
Dropouts 20 18 90 2 10 
Graduates OMS 20 87 5 pe! 
TOTAL 38 88.4 5 Lise 
Table 33 


FEMALE JOB SATISFACTION 


GROUP SATISFIED DISSATISFIED 
No. % No. % 

Dropouts 5 4 80 ai 20 

Graduates 16 16 100 0 0 


TOTAL 20 Shs 1 4.8 


Income Satisfaction 
The majority of the students surveyed (72%) expressed 
satisfaction with the amount of income they were receiving 


and generally felt that there was opportunity to earn more 
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in the future. Once again the females expressed a greater 
degree of satisfaction than did the males. 

Fifteen percent of the dropout males felt that there 
was hardly any chance of earning more money at the job they 
were presently engaged at. This group represented 15 per- 
cent of the 20 dropout males and 4.7 percent of the total 
group of 64. 

As indicated by Table 3k, approximately one quarter 
of all four groups combined felt their earnings were rather 
low but looked forward to getting more in the future. 

One must remember that these are opinions expressed 
by the students (employees) and that the potential for in- 
creased income and advancement is highly dependent on the 
employers evaluation of the employee's potential. At this 
time, very few of the students surveyed felt their job was 


a dead-end job. 


Unemployment 


Unemployment was not found to be an area of concern 
for the students surveyed. However, both the graduates and 
dropouts were job seeking in a Canadian economy that was 
expanding at a tremendous rate. 

As indicated in Table 3L, one-third of the males 
experienced unemployment. However, many males reported that 
the reason for unemployment was not because they could not 


find work, but because they had the opportunity to travel 


hive mY EV a 
ity En x 
82 ? ray 
= 1 
a m4 ae 
- 
XOFISSIP 5 esugxe aelsntet sd nisps 2980. ia i 
+ a ye 


-esism sda brb nade noisseiebde to 


nee 
a - 

sexes tserit sisi esism tyogqo1b siz 30 Ca a i neottid 
4 


yous dot edz ts yemom stom pniniss Yo sonsdo. aah ial 
on ‘ 
-xeq cl hatneesiqe: quoxup eidT 35 bepeegae vis arg ot 


4 _ a 
{stot eit to Josoteq \.5 bas esism tuogozb 0s es io F 


' 


Ws 
Pe 
8 Rocqw 
= e, . = 
tetisup sno yletjamixoxwggs ,At sldsT yd bassotiai ef 


tedjsi sisw epninise ited s{et bonidmoo equoip qe Eis 
situjul ef3 mi stom pnisssp oF Stswxol Bseaoe 
ae 
beaseigxe enoiniqo e165 sesiit jsdt .1sdismex Jteum eae 

— 


“ni 203 {attnetog eft jisdt+ bas (2ssyvolams) escent 
7 ; -_ 
Sit no taebasqeh yiripid ci tnomsonsvbs bas omoor ress 


eid? 3A .isistnestogq e'ssyolyms sit to sottesinial 


asw dof tiedst tist bsyevive atneshbyse odd to wet 


nteonon to 6815 né6 9d of Havel som asw tasm 


bas asssubpip sia dod , tevewoH -beyevaue. 2d 


aBw 363 ymomoos nseibseas) s at veaixose on 
+SI6X owen 
asism sid to eee ee 


sens hariennit big hci: 


rhe Des 


7°6S 8E 
€°T8 €T 
0809 3 
8°LP TT 
0°SS Hk 
% “ON 
,ezow 305 


03 edoy TITS 
3nq petystizes 


TTeM ATAtey w,T, 


GS UeBL 8 
a S| T 
0°02 T 
vy Zt v 
0°OT (4 
S “ON 
ubutop 


We [VIeEYUM AOZ 
3Y4bTT AYnoqe 
sed qo stu, 


V.wec ST 
Ce L G 
0 402 T 
8°E 8 
0°02 Vv 

S “ON 

,emn4ngs 


oyu UT ezZOW 
3226 0f WOedxse 
anq ‘mou yonu 
butyeu jou w,T,, 


4€ STAIeL 


Lg € 
0°0 0 
0°0 0) 
0°0 0 
ees Ss 
S *ON 


,AduUOU szOU 
Butyeu FO soueyo 


STIITT pue MOT 
003 st Aed Ay, 


SaLVNdveS GNW SLNOdOUd YOA NOILOVASILVS AWOONI JO aANaNDaG 


Ee 
02 


TWLOL 


sozenpedrzy 
sjnodo1zq 
a TWA 
sojzenpelrzy 
s3znodo1q 


aTWW 


dnoudd 


— “ . -o e - on " ff on & -on% 
i 
0.22 {f£ 0.0L ¢ 0..0S b 0.2L a 
8.78 £I b.VE 2 8 .8€ 8 0.0 0 
0.63 t 0.0§ £ 0.0 f 6.0 G 
€.18 EL £.a i €.$i Ss 0.0 0 
bee BC ¢.$i - 8 b. ES ef v.4 E 
. , @ 
m 
oe 


ine x Eahaie 


visite mtr" eyeg dot eidtT” pectxem son m'rI" oot at = = gy” 
beiteizts2  j=§§ sdeia suods jud ,won doum eizts{ bas wol 
i Eiige ms I 2ecw sot sep oF FOSqxKS priczism io sorrsdo 
"pir£ob edt ak stom “venom Sx10Mm 
"sitotut 


A a = 


60. 


after leaving high school. This is substantiated by figures 
in Table 3L, where the graduates had longer periods of 
unemployment. Furthermore, many high school dropouts left 
school prior to graduation because of a job opportunity. 

A few of the females reported that the reason for 
their unemployment was time taken off to give birth to 
children. 

Although the unemployment periods for all groups 
were relatively short, the graduate girls appeared to enter 
the labor market with greater ease than any other group. On 
the other hand, the dropout girls had the most difficult 


time. (The numbers are very small for this group.) 


Table 3L 


THE NUMBER OF MALE AND FEMALE DROPOUTS 
THAT EXPERIENCED UNEMPLOYMENT 


GROUP YES NO 


No. % No. S 
MALE | 
Dropouts 2 8 36.4 ss 056.0 
Graduates 23 i, 30.4 16 6926 
FEMALE 


Z5e0 ik 25.0 
Graduates Leek 1B: oes 


4 
16 3 
TOTAL | 66 | ou ideas 45 G77 


Dropouts 
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Summary 


Maritally, the girls tended to marry earlier than 
the boys and the dropouts tended to marry earlier than the 
graduates. The separation and divorce rate was not signifi- 
cantly different for any of the groups. 

While unemployment was not a major problem for any 
of the groups, more dropout males were employed full-time 
than any other group. However, the reason for being unem- 
ployed differed for each group. The male graduates who were 
not occupied at permanent jobs were still occupied as stu- 
dents. The female dropout and graduate who did not hold a 
permanent position, was occupied as a homemaker. While the 
male dropout was employed full-time to a greater extent than 
anyone else, the female dropout had the lowest employment 
rates 

Every year of formal education supposedly results in 
more earnings over a life-time. However, on a short term 
basis (four to seven years) no significant difference occur- 
red in the income for graduates and dropouts. The only 
significant difference was between the two groups of males 
compared with the two groups of females. The males were 
earning significantly more money than the females. 

None of the groups indicated more job or income 
satisfaction than the other. Generally, those persons who 
were employed seemed optomistic about their future vocation- 


al success. A small percentage of the dropout boys felt 
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that they were in dead-end positions. 


Hypothesis el a 


Hypothesis III stated: There is no difference in 
their economic achievement. 


Economic achievement for the dropouts and graduates 
was compared by the amount of material goods accumulated. 
Since the most common commodities were automobiles, bonds, 
Savings and investment, and real estate or other kinds of 
property, these became the major areas for comparison. In 
addition, each student was asked to state the amount of life 
insurance protection owned as a security measure for the 
family, or others. 

Due to the nature of the questions on the question- 
naire, it was impossible to know with absolute certainty that 
the stated economic assets accumulated by the married females 
were actually theirs or under joint ownership with their 
husbands. As a result of this inaccuracy, only the assets 


reported by the male dropouts and graduates were compared. 


Ownership and Value of Automobile. 


Ninety-seven percent of the male graduates and 95 
percent of the dropouts owned cars. The estimated value 
placed on the automobile by the former was $2330.00 and by 
the latter, $2348.00. Only those males who owned a car were 


included in the calculation of the average values. 
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A gross comparison is shown in Table 4a of the 


estimated worth of their cars. 


Table 4a 


RANGE OF ESTIMATED VALUE MALES 
PLACED ON THEIR AUTOMOBILES 


GROUP VALUE OF AUTOMOBILE 


No Under $1001 $2001 $3001 $4001 & 
Car $1000 $2000 $3000 $4000 Over 


Dropouts 23 2 7 4 4 3 S 
Graduates 30 ah 6 2) i 5 2 


TOTAL 3 is 1h) aL 8 5 


Bonds, Savings, Investments, Etc. 


While most males owned cars, fewer managed to accum- 
ulate liguid assets. 

Two methods of calculating the average value of the 
liquid assets were used. First, the average amount of 
liguid assets were calculated using the entire sample of 
male dropouts and graduates. The second method was the cal- 
culation of the average value of liquid assets for only 
those students who reported having accumulated assets. In 
the calculation using method No. 1, 23 dropouts and 30 gradu- 
ates were used; whereas method No. 2 only included 17 drop- 
outs and 22 graduates. 


The individuals who were still occupied as students 
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comprised the major portion of those who failed to report 
the accumulation of these types of assets. A gross categor- 
ization of the assets appears in Table 4b. 

In calculating the mean assets, using all the drop- 
out and graduate males, the average for the former was 
$1100.00 and for the latter $637.00. 

Using the other method, or calculating the mean 
using only those individuals who reported the accumulation 
of liquid assets, the average for the dropout males was 


$904.00 and the average for the graduates was $868.00. 


Table 4b 


LIQUID ASSETS ACCUMULATED BY THE MALES 


GROUP LIQUID ASSETS 
None Under $501 $1001: Over 
$500 $1000 $2000 $2001 
Dropouts 25 5 7 
Graduates | 30 1.3 3 3 3 
TOTAL 13 20 8 5 


Real Estate, Etc. 
Approximately 50 percent of both groups of males 
reported possession of one type of property or another. 


Consequently, the averages reported were based on those 50 


percent. 
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The male dropout had accumulated an average of 
$7,037.00 worth of real estate or other valuable possessions, 
whereas the graduate snetane was only $5,178.00. 

It is important to note that these figures do not 
include any individual who was still occupied as a student. 

Illustrated in Table 4c is a breakdown of assessed 
value placed on the possessions presently owned by both 


groups of males. 


Table 4c 


ASSESSED VALUE OF POSSESSIONS BY MALES 


Under $2501 Over 
GROUP n None S2500 $5000 SSOCL 
Dropouts 23 10 7 & 
Graduates 30 16 
TOTAL pans 


Life Insurance Protection 

The dropout males held a significant edge in owner- 
ship of active life insurance policies. Eighty-seven per- 
cent of the male dropouts were insured as compared to only 
56.7 percent of the graduates (refer to Table 4d). When the 
amount of protection for insurance policy holders was aver- 
aged, the male dropout and graduate were insured for 


$17,600.00 and $17,412.00, respectively. 
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It should be noted that although no statistical 
difference was found between dropouts and graduates regard- 
ing marital status, one can speculate that the dropout males 
proportionately held more active insurance policies than the 
graduate males because of greater percentage of the male 
dropouts were married and between both married groups the 


dropouts had an edge on the number of children. 


Table 4d 


RATE OF LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES OWNED BY MALES 


GROUP INSURANCE POLICIES IN FORCE 
YES NO 
No. % No. % 
Dropouts a 19 S257 4 ies 
Graduates 30 Li 5 Gist, 13 43.3 
TOTAL 36 68.0 ba? 32), 0 
Chi-Square = 5.018 with 1 degree of freedom, probability < 
05 
Table 4e 
LIFE INSURANCE PROTECTION IN TENS OF 
THOUSANDS FOR MALE DROPOUTS AND GRADUATES 
Under $10001 $20001 Over 
GROUP n None $10000 $20000 $30000 $30001 
Dropouts 23 4 9 5 1 4 


Graduates 30 ps 10 3 2 2 


TOTAL 17 19 8 3 6 


Chi-Square = 5.92 with 4 degrees of freedom, probability>.05 
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Summary 


Economic achievement for male dropouts and graduates 
showed little variation. In point of fact, when a slight 
difference was found, it was in favor of the dropout. 

Practically every boy surveyed owned a car with the 
average value being almost identical for the dropouts and 
graduates. The dropout boys saved money, invested in stocks 
and bonds, and carried mortgages to the same extent as the 
male graduates. Moreover, the dropouts saw fit to secure 
their investments and families by owning life insurance. 
Once again the differences between the two groups were 
slight, but the differences that occurred favored the male 


dropout. 


Hypothesis IV 


Hypothesis Iv stated: There is no difference in 
their past school experiences. 


Each individual surveyed was requested to assess 
his/her feelings and attitudes regarding various aspects of 
their past school experiences. 

Feedback was sought with regards to the guidance and 
counselling program in the school, the degree of pleasant or 
unpleasant memories about past school experiences, and the 
satisfaction derived from the high school program. Informa- 
tion was also sought concerning each individual's relation- 


ship with students, teachers, and administrators, and the 
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opportunity to participate in the variety of activities 


offered in the total high school programs. 


Guidance and Counselling Program 


The guidance and counselling program in the County 
of Strathcona high schools was a relatively new educational 
Wemture at the time these: students were enrolled in grade Ix. 
Counsellors were available only at the secondary level and 
functioned as part-time teachers as well as performing gui- 
dance and counselling tasks. 

Several questions were asked of the students surveyed 
to get insight into the attitudes they have maintained as a 
result of their past experiences in high school. 


"Did you feel free to talk over school difficulties 
with the counsellor in your school?" 


Five boys failed to respond to the question. Of the 
79 people who did respond, 35.4 percent indicated that they 
could approach the counsellor to discuss school difficulties. 
No significant difference was found between any of the 
groups; however, both groups of females were slightly less 
inhibited than the males. The percentage of graduate males 
who responded positively was less than any of the other three 


groups. A summary of the responses appears in Table 5a. 


ah 


wy 

: oe 

gseistivitos to yterusv sit ni sseqioitisg © 3 

ams tpoig Loose, dpid fsejort od@ 
4 ‘ 


ot 


mesxpoit poiliseayodD bas 


ytaued eds ac mexpotq eniligenvoo Sis somsbive oat 


‘ . in ‘ poe 
Isnoijsnubs won ylevistéblexr 6 esw efootive deid snoodjzagseay 


. 7 ONS 

AL ebsip ai belloins exsw ssashude seens omits ons ts exusa 
- 

bns level yisbaeose sit ts yino sidelisve exew etolies 


-iup pnimtotisg 26 Llew es ersfoses emiz~-J1sq 26 beng 


.% — 
ee! 


.axtess poilleeavoo bas sons 


it 
9 


Lo 
bovyevive stnebute edj3 to betes sxsw anoiseaup [sieves 
——\ 
& es bonistnism eved yedst esbusitss odd otni Jdplent gee ie 
fooroe dpin ai esoneixeqxe tesg tLedz to 3iva: 

J 


Dp 


geisivuoitiitb Loodve usveo Aflst ot osxt [eet voy bia" a 
"€foofide twov ai tollsenyvoo edz diiw Se 


c Ce 


efit 20 .noiseeup sit oF bnogesx ot beiis? ayod eviT 


ysis teat betsotbni tasoisg 4.cf , baogest bib odw efqos 


9 an 
eelsjliunittib foodoa eatoetb oF zolleenuoo saz dasevaiat ie 
ile 
edt to yns asewtod bayvol esw sonsrs2tib jusod Bi fp 
a i ‘ 


eeel yitdpiie sxew esismet Io equoip tisod , tsvSswo 


eelsm staubstp to spssnsoisq siT .aelsm sas ned 
' 


setdt tedgo ort to yas aside easl esw vlevisieog bek 


ra 
"— 
of 


.6¢ gidsT ai exssaqs esenogesst Bild. Ye ‘cisionue AY 


69; 


Table 5a 


STUDENTS WHO FELT FREE TO DISCUSS SCHOOL 
PROBLEMS WITH THE SCHOOL COUNSELLOR 


GROUP YES NO 


No. % No. % 

MALE 

Dropouts 20 7 35.0 iiss 65.0 

Graduates 28 8 2530 20 YB ee | 
FEMALE 

Dropouts 10 40.0 6 60.0 

Graduates 21 9 42.9 2 igs 2 pga 
TOTAL 28 35.4 51 64.6 
Chi-Square = 1.175 with 3 degrees of freedom, probability > 


AAS 


Although only 35.4 percent of the total group felt 
free to approach the school counsellor to discuss school 
difficulties, 54.2 percent of the total group indicated that 
there was someone on the school staff they could turn to 
when it was necessary to discuss some matter of great concern 
to them. Slight differences appeared between dropouts and 
graduates. However, 63.4 percent of the females indicated 
there was someone on staff to consult with as compared to 


only 48 percent of the males. 
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"To what extent had the vocational guidance 
information you received in school been helpful 


tosyourr 


Table 5b indicates that approximately the same per- 


centage of people felt that the vocational guidance was 


helpful as the number that felt it was not helpful. About 


One-quarter of the respondents said it was of "very little 


help." 
Table 5b 
BENEFICIAL EFFECTS OF VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE PROGRAMS 
GROUP DEGREE OF HELPFULNESS 
Extremely Some Very Not Didn?t 
Helpful Help Little Helpful Have 
Help Any 
MALE 
Dropouts Paco yg yon bpd” yen 7 S004 “Ar IP 4 rues) sere Ose 
Graduates 29e Onn 0a.0 lids 3f9n9- 10, 8405 St lt 2s 1003 
FEMALE 
Dropouts 10,ibs 0 .& 53 50s Oovds Ond 4 40.0 0 0.0 
Graduates 21 ier 4 26 Do 2.G. OP 10.2 0.0 PAPE Oe ey ae eRe 
TOTAL pecs Geen s4e on 20 240). a0ho4 1 ieiaes 


Chi-Square = 14.131 with 12 degrees of freedom, 


probability 
eae Ot 


Sixty percent of the dropout girls indicated the 


vocational guidance received was helpful as compared to only 


33.2 percent of the graduate girls. On the other hand,34.7 
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percent of the dropout boys indicated it was helpful along 
with 37.9 percent of the graduates. 

Approximately two-thirds of all surveyed students 
felt that counselling services should have been made more 
available. The only group that fell below the two-thirds 
mark were the graduate males, with a "Yes" response of 62.1 
percent. 

When asked if they would use the counselling services 
now, just over 50 percent of the total group indicated they 
would. This figure is approximately 15 percent higher than 
the ones who felt free to visit the counsellor while in high 
school. 

Twenty-five percent of the total group said they had 
more problems while in school than they had now in the adult 
world. Forty percent of the dropout females and 30.4 percent 
of the dropout males responded this way as compared to 19 
percent of the graduate females and 21.4 percent of the 
graduate males. 

Both groups of dropouts enjoyed their school years 
less than the graduates. While the male and female graduates 
and the dropout girls indicated they were now generally 
happy (84 percent) only about two-thirds of the dropout 
males said they were happy at this present time. 

While only 4.3 percent of the dropout boys responded 
that they were presently unhappy, a large portion, 30.4 per- 


cent, chose the average category which would indicate that 
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there were a number of "downs" as well as "ups." 


Opinion on School Program and Services 


Most of the students surveyed were of the opinion 
that the high school they attended offered a good program of 
education and accompanied services. Generally the females 
agreed that the program offered in the school they attended 
was adequate in meeting their needs. Ninety percent of all 
the females responded positively to the adequacy of the 
program and 19 percent of the graduate females "strongly 
agreed" that the program in their school was good. 

The males held a.less favorable opinion of the 
school program of education. Approximately 30 percent of 
the dropouts and 21 percent of the graduates disagreed that 
the school offerings were adequate. Even though there was 
a difference in percentages between males and females, the 
differences were not that great. A summary of the responses 


appears in Table 5c. 
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Table 5c 


OPINION ON THE ADEQUACY OF THE HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM 
EACH OF THE MALE AND FEMALE GRADUATES AND DROPOUTS 
WERE ONCE ENROLLED IN 


Strongly Strongly 


GROUP Agree Agree Disagree Disagree 
% % % S 

MALE 

Dropouts ed 4.3 BAe Palatal 

Graduates 28 143 64.3 14.3 Teel: 
FEMALE 

Dropouts 10 0.0 9070 20. a }ra €| 
Graduates 21 Lome 71.4 995 0.0 
TOTAL LiS0 6905 14.6 4.9 


Relationship with Teachers, Administrators, and Other 


Students 


One hundred percent of both groups of girls indicated 
that they generally got along well with their teachers. The 
relationship between the boys and teachers was not quite as 
favorable, with 10.3 percent of the graduate and 4.3 percent 
of the dropout boys indicating that the relationship was 
generally poor. 

A significant difference occurred between males and 
females in their relationship with the administrators. For 


those people who indicated that they did not get along with 
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the administration the range in percent was as follows: 
dropout males 30.4, graduate males 17.2, dropout females 
10.0, and graduate females zero. Table 5d illustrates the 


summary of responses. 


Table 5d 
THE RELATIONSHIP WITH ADMINISTRATION 


FOR ALL THE GROUPS SURVEYED 


GROUP GOOD POOR 


No. S No. % 

MALE 

Dropouts 23 16 69.6 Y im SU 4 

Graduates 29 24 82.8 5 ERG 
FEMALE 

Dropouts 10 2 90.0 1 0 <0 

Graduates P28 24 100.00 0 O30) 
TOTAL | 70 84.3 phe! 1B 
Chi-Square = 7.997 with 3 degrees of freedom, BRORAP tht < 


Of the three groups interacting in the school, the 
students in this survey got along best with their peers. 
Only a small percentage of males indicated that they had 
difficulty with other students. To summarize briefly, 4.3 
percent of the dropout males, and 6.9 percent of the graduate 
males said they generally did not get along well with their 


peers. 
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Part-Time Job Versus Full-Time Students 

Although the dropouts, both male and female, were 
more in favor of part-time employment while attending school, 
no statistical differences occurred between male and female 
dropouts and male and female graduates. Furthermore, there 
was no difference between males and females of both groups. 

The probability level of the chi-square analysis was 
0.41 between males and 0.61 between females. Both probabil- 


ities were well beyond the .05 level. 


Ownership of Automobile While Attending School 
Slightly less than one-third of the dropout boys 


(31.8 percent) and the graduate boys (30.0 percent) owned 
cars when they attended high school. Although no differences 
were found between the males, there was a significant diff- 
erence between the sexes. Only 4.8 percent of the graduate 
girls had cars and one of the dropout girls owned a car. 
Although the boys did not vary by percentage on car 
ownership, there was some variance on the ability to afford 
to operate the car. Of the car owners, 28.6 percent of the 
dropouts and 11.1 percent of the graduates said the car was 


a financial burden. 


Opportunities in Extra-Curricular Programs 


Many researchers state that one of the major charac- 


teristics of students who drop out of school was a failure 
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to participate in extra-curricular activities. Each person 
in this survey was asked to evaluate his experiences regard- 
ing the school's extra-curricular activities on a three 
point scale. 

Consequently the results did not agree with many of 
the previous findings. However, one of the limitations of 
the findings of this study was that each person was simply 
asked whether he had the opportunity to participate in extra- 
curricular programs and not whether or not he did particip- 
ate. Nor was the number of activities each person took part 
in accounted for. 

Nevertheless, the following results are an expression 
of attitude towards other parts of the curriculum besides 
the academic portion. 

Each person was to indicate whether (a) he had plenty 
of opportunity to! participate, (b) it was harder to get into 
some groups than others, or (c) several cliques ran the 
school's activities. 

The greatest variation occurred between the males. 
While 87 percent of the male dropouts said they had plenty 
of opportunity to participate in activities, only 60 percent 
of the graduate males indicated the same. By chi-square 
analysis, a probability of 0.067 indicated a substantial 
variation in proportion but the difference failed to meet 


the .05 level. 


noeteq dpsk .aettivisns asivot2ivo-sisxe mi 6 


d edeufeve ot bodes enw vow a 


Pe 


-bispsi esoneitegxe 2 


994043 s 0 esitivisos wino bwin) -s13x9 a 'tdoroe 
i Yur, ce 
al >t ae 

’ 
: a 
o ynem dtiw spips toa Sib esivesx ond Yd capOReey 435 vi 


4+at 
“ay 
‘ee 


+o anottstimil sdt to eno .xevewoH .epmibari auoivexc aa 
vigdmie esw conteq dose Jeng esw ybude eifa to spaibal 
-sitxe ai steaqioidisq o¢ yoinusroqgo oft bea ai: neal 
~qioid1sg bib ed ton 10 tedtedw ton bos emisipomg 
tusq Xood anoeteq dose estsivitos to isdmitn sat Baw 
= 10% hetaue 
= 
+ \saslodtusvew 
sebiecd muiunitxavo eid Io et¢rsq tsdio abaswos oak 
,nolLtrog o.bete 

i od e6w aoBteq dost ve #) 


ojni.2ep oF tebued esw ti (d) ,sisqiszisiegq oF yoem 


2 


ysnelq bed ef (a) xedtedw stsenib 


2 re, eve a ” ee or fl 
eid ast eoupifo Lsatevea (9) wo ,2atendto gsedt aad 


aetieuesaa ae 


aan | 7 

-eolem sit ameeawted betuo0o aorstsix1sev aaa 
« ‘ ‘ : i 

ysinelq bed yer? Bise etyoqgorb olsm 93 Ae 


tnaorsg 08 ylno ,eetsivigos mai stsqiotsisg os 
einupe-ido yH .omse sofia posaotbnt Satie 
isisascedu2 6 bessoibn raolo eee 


a 
ames ot aaa bebe 5 ails — 


Hh. 


There was small variation in the responses made by 
the females. Only 41.9 percent of both groups of females 
felt they had the opportunity to participate in extra-curri- 
cular activities. The probability level for a chi-square 
value of 0.586 was 0.746. 

When the males and females of each group were com- 
bined a significant chi-square value (12.897 with 6 D.F.) 
resulted. The school's extra-curricular activities seemed 
to be geared to the male population. Table 5e illustrates 
a complete summary of the responses made by all the groups 


in the survey. 


Table 5e 


ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE HIGH SCHOOL'S 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROGRAM 


a ——————————————————————————————————————— 


ri) nag a> Lot "It was much "Several 
of opportu- harder to cliques ran 
nity. cto get into the extra- 
participate" some groups currecular 
GROUP n than others" program" 
No. % No. % No. S 
MALE 
Dropouts 23 20 87.0 2 o.4 if 4.3 
Graduates | 30 18 60.0 4 ioe 8 fo. / 
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summary 


The dropouts found certain aspects of their past 
school experiences less favorable than the graduates, espec- 
ially in the area of curriculum and their relationship with 
persons in authority. However, upon leaving high school 
they usually embarked into satisfying occupations. 

The curriculum selection in the high schools appear- 
ed to be more adequate for the girls. But on the other side 
of the coin, the extra-curricular activities in the high 
schools tended to be more suitable for the male groups. Con- 
tradictory evidence was found concerning the groups of stu- 
dents who felt they had plenty of opportunity to participate 
in extra-curricular activities. While this part of the 
school program appeared to be geared to the males in the 
school, the dropout boys indicated that they had the best 
opportunity to participate in the extra-curricular programs. 
But one question left unanswered was the extent of their 
participation. Both groups of girls were of the opinion that 
certain groups of students, or cliques, had influence which 
made it difficult for many girls to become involved in 
Pecclal=-type activities. 

Approximately one-quarter of all persons surveyed 
said that the guidance services were helpful although the 
utilization of the services was limited because of insuffi- 
cient time allocated to guidance personnel. Fifty percent 


of the people indicated that they would use the service at 
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the present time. 
The relationship between teachers and students was 
generally very good. However, the boys seemed to have more 


conflict with authority, especially the dropout boys. 
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CHAPTER V 


SUMMARY, IMPLICATIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


Summary 


The average high school dropout in this particular 
study was as well established in the adult world of work as 
the average high school graduate. If it can be said that 
the high school graduate makes worth-while contributions to 
society, in many instances the same can be said for the high 
school dropout. Generally speaking, the graduates and drop- 
outs did not differ significantly in areas of educational, 
vocational, or economic achievement. Neither did they vary 
in much of a degree in attitudes concerning past school 
experiences. 

Of twenty independent variables, the male dropouts 
and graduates differed on only two of the nine that were 
statistically tested. Due to the lack of subjects in some 
of the groups, especially the female dropout group, compari- 
sons by proportions could not be analyzed statistically. In 
those instances the results for the dropouts and graduates 
were presented in percentages for those variables that could 
not be statistically tested. 

In point of fact, more differences were found between 
male and female groups than dropout and graduate groups. Of 


the seventeen variables that the males and females were com- 
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pared by, a significant difference was found on four of the 
eight variables statistically tested. 

While both groups of boys had a large percentage of 
the members follow a continuing education pattern, the major 
agifference in the patterns was that 43 percent of the gradu- 
ates who entered a program, entered at the university level. 
No male or female dropout enrolled in a university program. 
Since it was impossible to directly compare different contin- 
uing education programs, the length of the programs was com- 
pared for the boys and no differences were found. 

A significant difference was found between males aa 
females in continuing education patterns. Firstly, more 
boys entered programs, and secondly, the girls tended to 
enroll in shorter continuing education programs, such as 
clerical training. The female graduate group had the fewest 
numbers in continuing education. From the findings it would 
appear that in most instances their high school education 
adequately prepared them for the typical female vocations - 
clerical and secretarial employment. 

Job status did not vary significantly for male groups. 
However, slightly less than one-quarter of the graduate boys 
were still attending university, or had just graduated and 
were not included in comparing socio-economic status. Possi- 
bly when these people become regular members of the labor 
force, status will swing. Half the dropout girls were emplo- 


yed and the other half were occupied as housewives. In this 
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study the married graduate females were employed at occupa- 
tions, other than homemaking, to a greater extent than the 
female dropouts. 

The males, as a combined group, were earning signifi- 
cantly more money than the females. However, no difference 
was found in earnings between the female dropouts and gradu- 
ates. All groups indicated that they were quite satisfied 
with their jobs, and with regard to income, hoped to be 
earning more in the future. A small percentage of dropout 
boys (15 percent) felt that there was no possibility of 
earning more money at the job they were engaged in. Job 
mobility for all groups resulted when better employment 
opportunities became available. 

A comparison of economic achievements was only made 
for the boys. The dropouts owned or had accumulated as many, 
Or more, assets as the graduate boys. The dropouts also 
demonstrated that they were conscious of securing their 
accumulated possessions and protection for those dependents 
who relied on them, by purchasing life insurance. 

With regards to past school experiences, the dropouts 
Said they were generally happier now than they had been dur- 
ing their school years. All groups got along relatively well 
with teachers, administrators, and peers, except for the 
dropout boy's relationship with the administration of the 
school. Where the school curriculum appeared to be geared 


to the female in the school, the extra-curricular activities 
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seemed to be geared to the males. The female dropouts indi- 
cated that it was quite difficult to get involved in the 
extra-curricular activities because of the influential 
groups or cliques who appeared to run the programs. On the 
other hand, the dropout boys indicated that they had more 
opportunities to participate in extra-curricular activities 
than any other group. This finding was contrary to the 
research reviewed. Unknown though, was whether these boys 
actually participated, and if they had, in how many activi- 


ties. 


Implications 


School dropout accounting procedures have undergone 
many changes and numerous formulas have been utilized over 
the years. Some distinction has been made between the vol- 
untary and involuntary school dropouts. However, the dis- 
tinction has yet to be made between those people who obtain 
a high school diploma in an uninterrupted fashion, and those 
people who leave school prior to high school graduation, but 
pursue a continuing education program. Continuing education 
constitutes a variety of forms whereby one can eventually 
obtain a high school diploma or it's equivalent. For example, 
15 percent of the high school students who were classified 
as high school dropouts, for this study, eventually obtained 
a high school diploma. 


An extremely significant finding of this study was 
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that formal education or training does not terminate when 

one leaves school--either through early withdrawal or gradu- 
ation--but very often is a continuous process. Interestingly, 
the dropouts (male and female in this particular study) em- 
barked upon some type of continuing education to the same 
degree as the graduates. Although no statistical difference 
resulted, the percentage of dropouts who entered programs 

was actually greater than the graduates. 

Two questions are posed: Firstly, how credible was 
the high school diploma for those people who managed to 
graduate from high school? Secondly, what does the phrase 
"high school dropout" actually imply, and when one ene 
of a "high school dropout," what type of person does one 
envisage? 

The results of this study were very similar to that 
reported in 1966 by Vincent and Black for a group of male 
high school dropouts in the Calgary area. That is, a sub- 
stantial number of high school dropouts do as well vocation- 
ally, economically, and educationally as the high school 
graduate. 

The study conducted by Hughes (1968) found that an 
Albertan youngster has approximately one chance in two of 
graduating from high school. Undeniably, certain segments 
of our Alberta population are seriously disadvantaged when 
competing in a highly technological labor market. But what 


about the person who has a grade ten, eleven, or twelve 
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educational background and enters an apprenticeship program 
or transfers to a technical institute (NAIT)? Evidence 
points out that this is not the dropout that becomes depen- 
dent upon society. An industrialized society demands that 
its labor force be highly skilled. However, there appears 
to be no guarantee that a high school diploma will provide 
these skills. 

Due to the few differences found between the high 
school dropout and graduate in this study, one might conclude 
that there are some "psychological" or "in-school" dropouts 
who passively inhabit our classrooms. These would appear 
to be the students, for lack of opportunity to do anything 
else, attend classes irregularly and uninterestingly, fre- 
RSE peepee ane much ability, and meet minimum standards 
to eventually graduate from high school with one-hundred 
credits. Often the term "stick-to-itiveness" is used to 
describe the lesson learned; however, it has become an 
extremely expensive proposition. 

The highest unemployment rates in our country are 
for the sixteen to twenty year olds. But it should not be 
emphasized that these unemployed individuals are not employed 
because they are high school dropouts; they are unemployed 
because of the kinds.of jobs their training--or lack of it-- 
fits them for is vanishing. Because of the void that occurs 
for this age group in their transition from student to wage 


earner, politicians have urged these young people to remain 
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in school or return to school. By returning to school, many 
students were faced with the same problems for which they 
left. Hence, stay-in-school campaigns have not been overly 
successful. 

The importance of education in constantly measured 
in dollar value. However, evidence obtained through follow- 
up research indicates that some Alberta high school dropouts 
acquire education and job experience outside of the public 
school system and function as well, and in some instances, 


better than many high school graduates. 


Educational Recommendations 

iu Emphasis should be directed towards encouraging 
actual and potential school dropouts to pursue other 
forms of continuing education besides that provided 


by the public school. 


Ze The community and the business world must become 
more involved in einen eae youth and adults by util- 
izing existing resources to bridge the gap between 
education and industry. Wider development of on-the- 
job training programs, or "learn as you earn" pro- 
grams, would make educational and work experiences 


more meaningful. 


Sy Through the development of school-community programs, 


the school and interested individuals in the commun- 


aes 4 
.28 my my 


yasm ,loorioe oF paiazusex Ya doodon or exudes al 


; v 7 
ae Pe? 


one 
yodt doidw sot ameidowg ause efit dziw, boost 9 age 5£ 


yitevo ased ton svsid enpisgmss Looroe-ni-ysse .s Ne 


ue 


boivesem yitastaaoo at noitsaubs to sonsszogmi eat 


+ : © * * 4 i? a ‘ 
-wolfol dpyezdt benbstde svasbive , z9vewoH -ouLav oan £ of 


od 
a 


a 
Lage 


: ce pe 
eguogorb Lootives dpind sixsdl&é smoe tedzx 2eetsorbal Ao3 = 
\ . wits 


cildug eft io ebitatuo sonstzeges dot bas aoissoubea | oxtoy bak 


,sooneteni emoe oi bas ,i lew #6 aoistonut Bas mosey a Lox 
gssubsxp Loondoe dpid yasm asdt 
A Oa 


% 
7 ¥ 
- oe ¢ 
a 


‘ ie ig: 
sng tebnommoes A is oitsou 


“% 


pnipsirveoss abuswos besoetib sd bluode fenbies.. 
isfito suexuq oF atuoqoub Loordse [sitnstoq bas 1aedRg i 


bebivoza tsat aeobieod noisboubs epniuaistaes to amrot cP 
| oe Ls 
-loonve olidug ode ye : A 


- | 7 = “¢ 
emooed geum Hbitow sasntesd ey brs yoinummon © r nei 
“i | 
-Lidgu yd etivbs Sas dovoy cata nantes ni bevioval : s10M , 
PS 


nsewted gsp sid spbitd ot esoruossx patsekxs pnist 


F 


ie 


-sfij-no to tnemgoleveb xebiW .yxdewbnt bas noitsoube 
“olg "NtsSs voy es mxs9l” xo ,ehsexportq painiss 
esoneitsqxe Axow brs EE IO TG a 


87. 


ity would carry out programs at the junior and 
senior high school levels, placing strong emphasis 
on counselling the student and familiarizing him 


with employment opportunities in the area. 


Wider implementation of work study programs would 
reduce the vague conceptions young people have about 
the world of work. Modifications of the school 
curriculum to relate school subjects to the numerous 
fields of employment, and career seminars, would 
provide the youngster with the opportunity to higbuss 
the nature of work with employers and employees, 
whose role it would be to make education relevant to 


employment. 


Recommendations for Further Research 


1a 


To date, most follow-up studies of the high school 
dropout provide contradictory evidence on the fate 
of this individual. While it has been the belief 
that he was destined to a life of failure and frus- 
tration, research has not indicated that this is 
what actually happens. However, most of the studies 
have been conducted shortly after the person has 
left school, and the dropout by virtue of the fact 
that he has been in the labor market longer, has had 


a head-start on the graduate. Consequently, there 
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is a definite need for research that follows these 
people over a much longer period of time and attempt 
to determine if the school dropout keep pace with 


the high school graduate. 


Most follow-up studies are conducted on male high 
school dropouts. With the increase of women in the 
labor force and with the revolutionary change in 
marital and family status, it would appear that more 
effective follow-up procedures are required which 
place more emphasis on the female that leaves high 
school prior to graduation. Since girls are much 
more difficult to locate as a result of marriage and 
name change, contact must be maintained with dropouts 
and graduates from the time they depart from school. 
Follow-up research on females iS practically negli-— 


gible. 


With the expansion of our high school curriculum, 
especially in the vocational field, it would be 
enlightening to determine whether these types of 
programs have provided an alternative to the tradi- 


tional academically-orientated high school. 
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APPENDIX A 


QUESTIONNAIRE MAILED TO ALL SUBJECTS 


A POST HIGH SCHOOL SURVEY OF 


YOUTH OPINION 


INSTRUCTIONS: 
Some of the questions require an 
"X" to complete the answer. Others 
require you to fill in words or 
phrases. Please be sure to answer 
all those, questions that pertain to 
you. On the last page is a place 


for your comments and suggestions. 
YOUR REPLIES WILL BE HELD STRICTLY 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


WE APPRECIATE YOUR 


HELP IN THIS STUDY 
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35. 


QUESTIONNAIRE 


a. MARITAL-OCCUPATION STATUS 


1. Are you now, or were you ever married? 


Yes No 


If you answered "YES" complete questions 


(a) throuvuen YS (ay: 


(a) When were you married? 


Month Year 


(b) Present marital status: 
Married 
Divorced 
Divorced and remarried 
Separated 


Widow or widower 


(c) Any children? How Many? 


(d) If you are a married woman, do you have 
a job outside the home? (that is, other 
than household duties.) 

Yes No 


If so, what do you do? 
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76. 


If you are not married, do you plan to be 
Married in the near future? 


Yes No 


How are you now occupied? 
Employed for wages, full-time 
Employed for wages, part-time 
Unemployed and seeking work 
Housewife 


Other 


If you are EMPLOYED full-time or part-time 
now, state the job title and some of the 
important tasks you do: 


JOB TITLE: 


TASKS: 


If employed full-time or part-time, what is 


your monthly wage in dollars? 
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10. 


How do you like your present job? 
I like it very much. 
feoor ce Leake it, bUt L. will 
have to put up with it. 

I dislike it very much. 


Do you plan to change jobs within the 
next few months? | 


Yes No 


If YES, why? 


Have you ever been unemployed since you 
left school? Yes No 


If YES, what was the total length in 
time of your unemployment? 

less than one week 

one week 

two to three weeks 

one month 

two to four months 

five to eight months 


nine to twelve months 


more than one year 


Have you usually related well with your 


fellow employees? Yes No 


Have you usually related well with your 
employers? Yes No 
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Which of the following statements best 
describes your feeling regarding your 
present income? 


my pay is too low and there is 


hardly any chance of making more 
money at this job. 

I'm not making much now, but I 
expect to get paid better at this 
job in the future. 

this job pays about right for what 
Loan dGing. 

I'm fairly well satisfied with the 
pay for this job, though I still 


hope to get more. 


Since leaving school you may have accumulated 
some assets. Indicate which of the following 


you have obtained, and the value of each. 


AtCar yes No Value 


Insurance yes No Value 
(Life) 


Investments, stocks, bonds, etc. 


yes No Value 


Bank savings Yes No Value 
Real estate Yes No Value 


Other assets Yes No Value 


Value 


Value 


EDUCATION 


Did you enroll in some type of continuing 
education program after leaving school? 


Yes No 
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If "YES" check one or more of the items 
below: 

Agricultural College 
Apprenticeship Program 
Correspondence School 

Evening School 

Junior College 

Technical Training 


University 
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Private School (e.g. Alberta College, 
Bible School, Chicago Vocational 
training, etc.) 

Other 


If you answered "YES" to the above (question 
13) how many months of this training or 
education, did you take? 

1 to 6 months 

TacO7 LZ, MONTE 

13 to 18 months 

19 to 24 months 


Over two years 


left school without a High School 
Diploma, have you received a diploma since 
that time? Yes No 


Do you feel that a High School Diploma is 


a necessity? Yes No 
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16. If you did not get further education of any 
kind since you left school, will you indicate 
the reason: 

insufficient funds (had to work) 

no place in the community to get 

the training I wanted 

marriage 


no interest 


other 


III GUIDANCE 


17. To what extent has the vocational guidance 
information you received in school been 
helpful to you? 

extremely helpful 


some help 
very little help 
it wasn't helpful at all 


didn't have any in school 


18. Did you feel free to talk over school 
difficulties with the counsellor in your 
school? Yes No 

19. Do you feel that the school counsellor helped 
you during your Junior High School and Senior 
High School years by providing useful guidance 
and direction? Yes No 

20. Have you sought counselling services since 


leaving school? Yes No 
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EOP. 


Should counselling services have been made 
more available to you in school? 

Yes No 
Would you use them now? 

Yes No 
"In school, I had more problems than I have 
now." OP Yes No 


During your school years, you were generally: 


happy 
unhappy 


about average 


"Now I am generally:" 
happy 
unhappy 


about average 


SCHOOL EXPERIENCES 


26. 


Would you consider your school experiences 
as pleasant or unpleasant? 


pleasant 


unpleasant 


neither 


can't remember 
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102. 


Your high school provided a good program of 
education and services: 

strongly agree 

agree 

disagree 


strongly disagree 


Generally, how did you get along at school 
with the: 
Very Good Not Very 


well very poorly 
well 
Teachers ee ee 
Principal 
Vice-principal zeaticccratanngg gant AE 
Other 
Students 


Was there anyone on the school staff you 
could turn to when it was necessary to discuss 
some matter of great concern to you? 

Yes No 
If you left school before receiving your high 
school diploma, please state your reason(s) 


why. 


In your opinion, which of the following would 
you recommend for high school students? 


they should concentrate full-time on 
their school studies 


they should have a part-time job that 
will prepare them for a later 
occupation. 
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NAME 


LOS. 


Did you own a car when you were in school? 


Yes No 


If YES, did this cause financial problems? 
Yes No 

Looking back on your high school extra- 

CUbrI cular program or "social lite," how’ do 

you feel about these experiences? 


I had a lot of opportunity to take 
part in any of the school's extra- 
CuUrrICuUlLaAr aCcLVICLEeS. 


It was much harder to get into some 
clubs and student groups than others. 


Several "cliques" or groups of kids, 
ran the school extra-curricular 
program; if you weren't a part of 
that group, you were just out of 
fucks 


In the space below, write anything you would 
like to add to this questionnaire, or any 


comments or suggestions. Continue your 


comments on the back of this page if you wish. 


Do you wish a. copy of the results of this 


questionnaire? Yes No 


ADDRESS 
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APPENDIX A 


Il LETTER WHICH ACCOMPANIED INITIAL MAILING OF 
QUESTIONNAIRE 


Department of Education 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta 


Dear 


Here at the University of Alberta we are currently 
working On a research project which will collect certain 
kinds of information and opinions from former high school 
Students. This project may eventually benefit a great many 
young people like yourself. From the results of this study 
it is hoped that recommendations can be made for the improve- 
ment of junior and senior high schools in the County of 
Strathcona, specifically, and Alberta generally. 


I am enclosing a questionnaire that will take about 
10 to 15 minutes of your time. Your name was selected from 
high school records where you last attended. Some of the 
questions ask for facts about yourself, others will ask you 
to indicate your opinions, or feelings about certain things. 
WHATEVER YOU INDICATE ON THIS QUESTIONNAIRE WILL 
BE HELD STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL. 


Because were are sending this questionnaire toa 
limited number of people, you actually represent many others 
whom we can't contact. It is vital, therefore, that every- 
one in this limited group completes and returns the enclosed 
questionnaire. The value of this project will depend on the 
results we obtain from you - can we count on your help? 


For your convenience I have included a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope in which to return the questionnaire. If 
you feel that there are some things you want to add to the 
information asked for in the questionnaire, please use the 
Space provided at the end of the questionnaire. 
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We would appreciate any comments or suggestions that 
you wish to make. Thanking you in advance, 


POUrS#st Luly, 


Ernie Leeck 


P.S. If you feel that you would be interested in the 
results of this project, we would be happy to send 
you a copy of some of the most interesting findings. 
Please indicate on the questionnaire if you would 
like to get these resuits, including your name and 
mailing address to which these results may be sent. 
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APPENDIX A 


ETS LETTER WHICH ACCOMPANIED SECOND MAILING OF 
QUESTIONNAIRE 


Box 1972 
Sherwood Park, Alta. 


Dear 


Several weeks ago we sent a questionnaire toa 
selected group of former students from the County of Strath- 
cona. This questionnaire is part of a research project to 
try and determine what youth do after they leave school. 

Because of limited funds and time, these question- 
naires were sent to only a few people. Therefore, we are 
seriously interested in getting all of them completed and 
returned. 

Perhaps it has slipped your mind, or maybe the 
questionnaire was mislaid. Enclosed is another questionnaire. 
We will be extremely appreciative if you would complete it 


and return it as quickly as possible. 


Yours truly, 


Ernie E. Leeck 
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APPENDIX B 


I CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MALE AND FEMALE GRADUATES 
AND DROPOUTS FROM THE SUBJECTS USED IN THE STUDY 


As reported in the recent literature, (Black, 
MacArthur, and Paterson, 1961; Deno, 1963; Hocks, 1965; Tuel, 
T7060, ecampoctt, LI00,7 ocNarrrer, 1.96607 -Prericns,* 1967 ;"and 
Scales, 1969) the major factors associated with dropping out 
of school were generally found to be sex, age, achievement, 
mental ability, and socio-economic status. 

This information from the groups of former students 
was obtained from school records and each independent vari- 
able was tested by a two-way analysis of variance to deter- 
Mine whether in fact these characteristics in each of the 
groups--dropout and graduate, male and female--could differ- 
entiate the dropouts from the graduates. 

Upon analysis, it was discovered that the dropouts 
and graduates differed only in age and achievement. No 
Significant differences were found in mental ability or 
socio-economic status. As far as the numbers of male drop- 
outs compared to the number of female dropouts, the ratio 


was approximately 2:1, respectively. 
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A significant difference was found in the age of the 
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dropouts and graduates. The dropout boys were on the average 
six months older than the graduates. Similarly, the dropout 
girls were approximately ten months older than the graduate 
girls. The age difference between the male and female drop- 
outs was slight, as was the case for the male and female 
graduates. Furthermore, the interaction effect between sex 
of dropping out and graduating was insignificant. Of the 
23 male and 10 female dropouts, 13 males and five females 
failed at least one grade before they reached grade Ix. 
Figure 2 presents a graphic illustration of the 
variation in ages and Table 6b presents the analysis of 


variance table for the age factor. 


Eigure 2 


GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION FOR VARIATION IN AGE 
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Table 6a 


CELL MEANS MATRIX FOR THE AGE FACTOR 


N Male N Female 
Dropouts 23 13.58 1 15.84 
Graduates 29 155.093 Ds 14.99 
Table 6b 


ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE TABLE FOR AGE FACTOR 


SUM OF MEAN 
SOURCE SQUARES |B ea ay SQUARES F-RATIO PROBABILITY 
Between 
an one Sek 2500 iL: Be OU PO .O AOUUss 0.000042* 
Grads. . 3 4 C 
Malek Tosel2oUU 1 78.12500 ge OIA Des sd bes 2 0.893167 
Female : cS ‘ 3 
Inter- 
action 
Sex By 
DvO.oek -585938 1 0.585938 1.361443 0.246798 
Grads. 
Beron 34.00000 79 0.430380 
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
The rating of each student's socio-economic back- 
ground was based on the job title of the father. The 


father's status was based on a seven category scale as 
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determined by Blishen's 1951 socio-economic index. The 
reason his most recent index was not used (based on 1961 
census of Canada) was that farmers were excluded. ‘This was 
important since approximately 29 percent of the entire sam- 
ple in the survey originated from the farm. Even though 
there is a space of ten years between the two indexes, the 
correlation between the 1951 index and the 1961 index was 
woe (olishien, 1968 ,,p.34744).. 

The major limitation in rating the father's socio- 
economic status was the lack of accurate information in the 
school cumulative files. 

Figure 3 illustrates the socio-economic background 
of the male and female graduates and dropouts. The graphic 
illustration indicates some variance in the mean scores 
between the female dropouts and graduates, but is negligible 
between the male groups. The probability values of the F- 
scores in Table 7b show that there was no significant differ- 
ences between dropouts and graduates nor between males and 
females. Furthermore, the interaction effect was also 


insignificant. 


Table 7a 


CELL MEANS MATRIX FOR SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTOR 


N Male N Female 


Dropouts aa rea he be UB 4.0000 
Graduates 29 4.689 21 A952 


7) <r 
| " cnt 
iba L J a4 
off .xsbai oimonoee-olbos £8el a! Darna 
fael 2c a iba in ie Si i sass 


2ew aid? .bebuloxe exew atemx1si tends esw (shsaso- a even 3D 
-ns2 stigmas od to jasousq Wf ylotsmixozggs so. ; 


-OL4 


- 


dpuedt meva .mist eda moxwt bosanipixo yevara- 
efit ,esxebai ows ant neewited exssy ast to sosgqe so Br 

esw xobai Loef ert bas xebai (2ei oft neswted aotdaion 

(209 .q <8a@L fone ta) § 

-oivoce exerts? ofd poise: ai soitetsimbs xofem od 


e 
sit ai mnoissmuotai sosivo[26 to Aosl sdd esw ewesse 2. 


zones ovisstumuyo ioane 

basoxrpined oimomove-olvee sit aciiusenie € exit 7 4 mat 
oingsip efT .edwogo1b bas eotsubsyp sisme2 Bas elsm : dt 
esx0ne abem sri ni sdasizsv omoe astspibal a0 
eldipiipen ei jtud ,astseubs1p ein atuoqonb sismeat ed . 
-9 ond to gemisv ytilidsdozgq siT .equozp olam end ¢ 


| 
owisd 


ete! oy 
. senna tnpoitinpie on saw stent todd wode df wr a - 
bie asiem asewied ton aectseubsitp brs etuoq 


o2fs esw toetts moisosxetni odd a Bi hes 


¢ 


> 
ms aye 
a ae Bar 


7 " x i 


a oe ae $ Maite 


ie aia iy 


.y 


Pil te 


ELEY. 


Figure 3 
GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION OF 


VARIANCE IN SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS 
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Table 7/5 


ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE TABLE FOR SOCIO-ECONOMIC 


FACTOR 

SUM OF MEAN 
SOURCE SQUARES Di. te SQUARES F-RATIO PROBABILITY 
Between 
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Male & 
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action sex 
DY: DisOue es 4 07578 1 A207 L7G 2. Oy 0.160187 
Grads. 
Error 160.029 79 2,03568 
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ACHIEVEMENT 

Each student's achievement was that obtained on the 
1963 Grade IX Departmental Examinations. The score was the 
aggregate stanine of the four Grade IX core subjects. 

The graduates were significantly higher achievers 
than the dropouts. Although there was a larger spread in 
mean scores between the males, neither differences in aver- 
ages by sex, nor interaction effects, were significant. 


Make reference to Figure 4 and Table 8b. 


Figure 4 


GRAPHTC ILLUSTRATION FOR ACHIEVEMuNT FACTOR 
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Table 8a 


CELL MEANS MATRIX FOR ACHIEVEMENT FACTOR 


N Male N Female 

Dropouts 23 4.3478 10 5.0000 

Graduates 29 5. on 1S eal 5 a6 
Table 8b 


ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE TABLE FOR ACHIEVEMENT FACTOR 


SUM OF MEAN 
SOURCE SQUARES Dr « SQUARES F-RATIO PROBABILITY 
Between 
pee 5 7 ee 1h «17.7971 8.1461 0.0055% 
Grads. ‘ . : a 
Male & 
Horste 25393 it KE5s39s5 0.2468 05.6206 
Inter- 
action 
Sex by 4.0510 il 4.0510 1.6542 th sy Ih fa gl 
DO: & 
Grads. 
Error 272-5940 79 2. 8aT 


* Probability < .05 


MENTAL ABILITY 
Mental ability (verbal and quantitative) was mea- 


sured by Grade IX Scholastic Ability Test. The measures of 
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verbal and quantitative ability were analyzed independently. 
No significant difference in the mean scores for 
verbal ability was found for any of the groups. Nor was any 
Significant difference found with regards to the quantita- 
tive abitlity scores. 
A statistical difference almost occurred in the 
quantitative ability mean scores, however, analysis failed 


to produce the necessary .05 level. 


Figure 5 
GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION FOR VERBAL 


MENTAL ABILITY FACTOR 
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Table 9a 


CELL MEANS MATRIC FOR VERBAL ABILITY FACTOR 


N Male N Female 

Dropouts 23 “hah cis Bk 10 4.7000 

Graduates 29 5.4827 aah 4.7142 
Table 9b 


ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE TABLE FOR 
VERBAL MENTAL ABILITY FACTOR 


SUM OF MEAN 
SOURCE SQUARES Dees SQUARES F-RATIO PROBABILITY 
Between 
Dee To 
orades 2.5463 ii 2745468 0260 0.3142 
Male & 
Hen Le Fama os je eal A Paes he waa Y 1.1649 Oa s SLIP § 
Inter- 
action 
sex by 223579 ab Zesa19 0293501 Wace yo yo 
| Dhan 
Grads. 
Error 196.062 79 2.4818 
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Figure 6 


GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION FOR QUANTITATIVE 
MENTAL ABILITY FACTOR 


Male 
Female ---- 
Average 
Quantitative 
Ability 
in Stanines se 
5 0 
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Table 10a 


CELL MEANS MATRIX FOR 
QUANTITATIVE MENTAL ABILITY FACTOR 


N Male N 


Female 
Dropouts 23 4.9130 10 4.8000 
Graduates 29 6.0689 21 Boaass 
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Table 10b 


ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE TABLE FOR 
QUANTITATIVE MENTAL ABILITY FACTOR 


SUM OF MEAN 
SOURCE SQUARES Debs SQUARES F-RATIO PROBABILITY 
Between 
Poneto 12.6528 1 12.6528 Dh ec wy e! 0.06985 
Grads. ; a i 
paren 3.1982 ih 3°19 82 Ors hes Wy Onis 560 
Female 
tncer— 
action 
Sex by ee 80 1 1.7180 PAY She 025002 
D.O. & 
Grads. 
Error 29 55.955 79 3 i1h62 
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